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the area occupied by an animal which it defends tone of works, for example the atmosphere of a
against intruders. This area is not restricted to play may be nostalgic. Though not physical, an
land, but also includes water and the air. ‘Terri- atmosphere in this sense is still keenly sensed.
tory’ is used to describe nonphysical domains This is reflected well in the idiomatic phrase ‘one
as well. Figuratively, ‘territory’ describes a field can cut the atmosphere with a knife’.
of knowledge or expertise. As an example, an
architect may say that the design of spaces is
The keyword ‘resource’ is used in a versatile
way and in diverse fields such as science, eco
his / her territory.
nomics, finance and literature. In general, the
The keyword ‘atmosphere’ has its origins in usage alludes to the meaning of a ‘source of
the Sciences. It was originally used in Astronomy supply’ that can be used to fulfil a need. In finance,
to describe the gaseous envelope of celestial it refers to assets, such as capital and property,
bodies. The atmosphere of a planet consists which can be converted into money. ‘Resource’
of a mixture of gases held together by gravity. also defines wealth or its means of production,
Earth’s atmosphere functions to modulate tem- both for individuals and states. For example,
peratures on the planet’s surface, absorb radia- oil and minerals in a country are referred to as
tion and sustain life. In chemistry, ‘atmosphere’ natural resources that can be used for economic
is used to describe gaseous mediums, while in production. In planning, resources are thought
of as inputs to a process.
Physics an atmosphere is a unit of pressure.

Keywords in Context
The keyword ‘territory’ is most frequently used in relation to its geographical and political meanings. In this
context, ‘territory’ is used to describe geographical
tracts of land that come under the control of a political
entity. An example would be the British empire which
consisted of territories across the globe which came
under British government’s jurisdiction. Another common use of the word is in ‘territorial disputes’ where the
control of land is contested between political entities.
In Canada and the U.S.A., ‘territory’ has a specific
use. It refers to regions with their own legislature, but
without the full rights of states. Usually a territory
transitions into full statehood, for example the Oregon
territory became Idaho and Montana. Territory need
not be land-based though, and the use of the term
‘territorial waters’ was recorded in 1800s. Territorial
waters was formalised in the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the law of the Sea to refer to the belt
of water surrounding a sovereign state extending up
to 12 nautical miles.
The term ‘territory’ is also used in several other
contexts. In zoology, ‘territory’ is used in a manner
close to the initial geographical sense. It denotes ‘Your Atmospheric Color Atlas’ by Olafur Eliasson, Kanazawa, Japan

‘Atmosphere’ began to be used more
figuratively in the 1800s to denote the sense of
‘surrounding influence, mental or moral environment’. A synonym for ‘atmosphere’ is ‘ambience’, re-borrowed from the 1900s French word
‘ambiance’ which means ‘that which surrounds,
environment’. In the arts, ‘atmosphere’ is used
to describe the dominant mood or emotional

‘Resource’ is also used metaphorically to
refer to nonphysical assets. As an example,
resources could refer to capabilities in dealing
with a situation or in meeting difficulties. Thus,
intellect, creativity, and initiative are resources
for problem-solving. Resources may also be
literary, in this case, a supply of knowledge and
information.

Etymology
Territory
Atmosphere
Resource
The origins of the three keywords ‘territory’, ‘atmosphere’
and ‘resource’ are associated with aspects of the physical environment: territory with the land, atmosphere with
the air and resource with a river or spring. However the
use of these keywords have since expanded beyond
their original meanings, often with reference to nonphysical things: territories of knowledge, atmosphere as
mood and information as resource. Such keywords have
become incorporated into the vocabulary of city design.
It has become apparent that contemporary urbanisation
is taking place at an unprecedented rate, across larger
territories and consuming vast resources. At the same
time concerns are raised regarding the qualities of such
new built environments. These keywords therefore have
become necessary, in order to articulate an engagement
with such urbanisation processes.
JASON LIM and MARIA PAPADOPOULOU

The use of the keyword ‘territory’ was first recorded in diminished.
the early 1500s, almost a century after the appearance
Used from the mid 14th century, the keyword
of the word ‘region’ and nearly two centuries after the ‘resource’ comes from the French word ‘ressourse’,
word ‘land’. ‘Territory’ derives from the Latin word meaning ‘a source, spring’. This word, in turn, origi‘territōrium’, which is a combination of the prefix nates from the Latin word ‘re-surgere’, meaning ‘to
‘terra’, meaning ‘earth, land’ and the suffix ‘orium’, lift, rise again’. The word source derives from the old
denoting ‘place’. It was initially used to denote the French word ‘sourse’ from the 13th century, which
land under the jurisdiction of a town or city. Specifi- means the fountainhead of a spring or river. Used as
cally, this described the district surrounding Roman or early as the 1610s, ‘resource’ referred to the means
provincial cities. Alternatively, ‘territory’ also has its of supply that allowed needs to be satisfied. In 1779,
roots in the Latin word ‘terrere’, meaning ‘to frighten’. ‘resource’ came to refer to a country’s wealth. The
Thus, ‘territōrium’ would denote a place from which word ‘source’ was also used to mean ‘written work
people are warned off. Other words that use the prefix supplying knowledge’ from 1788.
‘terri’ such as ‘terrible’ maintain this meaning of fear.
The early uses of the word ‘territory’ are therefore
inextricably tied to the physical land and its control.
While ‘territory’ originated from the earth, the
origins of the keyword ‘atmosphere’ are surprisingly extraterrestrial. Its use was first recorded in
the early 1700s in connection with the Moon, which
was thought to have a ‘lunar atmosphere’ . However
it was later discovered that this atmosphere was
negligible compared to Earth’s and nonexistent. ‘Atmosphere’ was used initially to describe this gaseous
envelope that surrounded celestial bodies. Hence it
is composed of two Ancient Greek words: ‘ατμός’
(atmos) and ‘σφαιρα’ (sphaira), which mean ‘vapor’
and ‘sphere’ respectively. As the use of the word
‘atmosphere’ evolved, the importance of ‘vapor’ with
its connotations of envelopment remained, while the Map of Indian Territory in Oklahoma in 1885,
idea of ‘sphere’ and the reference to celestial bodies From US National Archives Federal Indian Policy.
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Territory

Atmosphere

Resource

A territory is defined in order to be occupied. Its
borders mark the limits of the occupant’s sphere of
influence1. As reflected by its etymological origins in
the word ‘terra’, the term ‘territory’ was originally
connected with the land. As man transitioned from
a nomadic occupation of the earth’s surface to a
sedentary one, the creation of urban settlements
and the development of governmental systems led
to the emergence of territories based around them.

Atmosphere may be described as a phenomena of

A resource is a supply that can be used to fulfil a need.

‘Territory’ originally referred to physical geography,
which is unchanging. However territory itself is less
immutable and remains constant only if the borders
that define it can be maintained. The extent of an
animal’s territory that is marked by scent expands
or contracts based on the vagaries of wind patterns.
National boundaries are established through mutual
and sustained agreements between neighbours. Territory can thus be understood as a manifestation of
relations between actors / occupants / powers. One’s
territory may be extended until it meets another’s
conflicting sphere of influence. Territoriality is the
behaviour of imposing boundaries to demarcate
ownership or occupancy, and the defence of those
boundaries against intrusion.
The idea of territory has influenced the design
of spaces. Oscar Newman’s defensible space theory
proposes housing design based on concepts of territorialism in order to reduce crime. On such a theory,
the public realm is an extension of the home and thus
protected. Disciplines of spatial design need to address
patterns of occupation. For this an understanding of
territory is useful.
Cities occupy large swathes of territory. This
includes not only physical land, but also larger infrastructure and ecnomic networks, which may extend
beyond recognised national borders. To operate at this
scale, new technologies and methodologies of design
(mapping methods, geographic information systems)
have to be developed to handle the huge amounts
of data that will characterise the city of tomorrow.
1

Otto, Frei. 2009. Occupying and Connecting:
Thoughts on Territories and Spheres of Influence
with Particular Reference to Human Settlement.
Germany: Axel Menges.

the senses. Peter Zumthor considers it a quality of This supply is finite and is reduced through consumparchitecture – ‘a singular density and mood’2. Atmos- tion. However resources may be replenished and this
phere may be understood as the sum of perceptions is linked to its etymological origins of ‘re-surgere’. A
evoked by a place. It is closely related to mood or resource is therefore not a static stock, but prone to
ambience, which is defined as a state of mind or ebbs and flows in quantity.
feeling. It has density or weight in the sense that it
is perceptible. The measure of an atmosphere is a
Resources should be understood through the lens
person’s perception of it based on his / her sensory of needs and utility. Resources require a need. If a
apparatus. What an atmosphere is like may vary from material has no identifiable use, it is not considered
person to person.
to be a resource. A process must also be available to
extract the utility. Without the invention of desalinaThe original usage of the term ‘atmosphere’ is tion technology, the sea would not be a freshwater
grounded in the physical sciences – in the descrip- resource. As a result, resources are not limited to
tion of gaseous envelopes. However when used in specific types, such as physical material. Instead
the context of describing architectural qualities, the it may be anything which feeds or is required by
term atmosphere is no longer referring to gases but a process that produces utility. Therefore human
rather to their effect of enveloping and surrounding. characteristics such as intelligence and creativity
A person cannot passively observe an atmosphere are resources for problem-solving, while texts and
from an external perspective. His / her perception of speech can be literary resources for producing writan atmosphere is always being actively constructed ten work.
through the embodied experience of being immersed
in it.
The issue of ownership and control is important in
a discussion about resources. Resources may be private
What contributes to the atmosphere of a space? (personal wealth, individual creativity) or shared. A
They are qualities which are closely related to our related word is ‘commons’, which refers to a public
sensory modalities: light with vision, acoustics with resource (creative commons for information). Here, a
hearing, texture with touch, and temperature with link can be drawn to the keyword ‘territory’, as comthermo-ception. These qualities are dependent on mons originally meant a centrally located tract of land
the form of buildings and the choice of materials. used and owed by the community. Cities consist of
Such sensorial qualities must also be modulated both public and private property, however as a whole,
with respect to a person, for example sound must the development of cities is a collective effort. Used
be adjusted to levels appropriate for hearing.
by all its inhabitants, the physical stock of a city may
be considered a public resource.
As urban spaces continue to be designed and built
at unprecedented speeds, it becomes important to
Urbanisation is a complex process involving large
look beyond the numbers and pay heed to the quality consumption of resources – both physical (concrete,
of the produced spaces. Disciplines concerned with steel) and nonphysical (labour, planning). Scarcity
the design and production of the built environment is the result of over-depletion of resources due to
– architecture, landscape architecture and urbanism, consumption beyond the levels of replenishment.
should look to allied arts where atmosphere is a The scarcity of natural resources, exacerbated by
central subject – film, photography and installation global competition over them, is the condition we
art. In order for future cities to avoid being inhumane face today. It is therefore important to appraise
and alienating, the design of atmospheres will be current urbanisation processes and to develop
highly important.
design practices to improve their sustainability. A
2
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consciousness about the stewardship of resources
is and will be a critical component of an approach
towards creating future cities.
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Keywords Use over Time
The keyword ‘territory’ has a longer period of use than both ‘atmosphere’ and
‘resource’. Its use has been unevenly distributed over history and marked by
multiple spikes. One interpretation for such spikes is they are being driven
by incidents of territorial dispute. Such events include: the Seven Years’ War
(1756–1763), the Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815), as well as the World War I and
II (1914–1918 and 1939–1945). The use of the keyword ‘atmosphere’ rose sharply
at the beginning of the 18th century until the 1850s and has remained steady
since. A possible reason for this sudden increase is that it coincided with the
industrial revolution, which brought along with it a raised awareness of atmospheric pollution. The use of the keyword ‘resource’ has been quite stable since
its appearance at the start of the 19th century. However its use has increased
significantly since the mid-20th century. This could be related to an increased
ecological consciousness regarding Earth’s decreasing natural resources and the
global competition over them.

