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Since October 2006, the Center for Com-
parative and International Studies (CIS) is
home to a new graduate program, the Ma-
ster of Arts in Comparative and Internati-
onal Studies (MACIS). The program is in-
tended to give students a solid foundation
in the methodologies necessary to conduct
research in the fields of international and
comparative studies.

By Mark Thompson and Sara Kuepfer

The full-time degree program is geared towards
students holding a BA who are interested in
going on to doing a PhD in political science,
or who wish to complement their existing
background with the conceptual tools of
political science. The program takes three
semesters to complete. The first two seme-
sters consist of intensive coursework, where
students are able to explore different areas of
political science and choose a topic for their
Master’s thesis, which is written during the
third semester of the program.

The coursework consists of a core seminar
series, which all MACIS students are required
to attend. The core seminars cover five areas of
political science where the CIS faculty is par-
ticularly strong: political violence, democracy,
qualitative methods, quantitative methods
and international political economy.

“Coming from a more practical
international relations background, I
have so far been able to benefit a lot from
the emphasis on research design and me-

thods”
Mark Thompson, MACIS student

In addition, MACIS students take several
elective courses. These may either be courses
taught specifically for MACIS students by

faculty members and senior researchers of
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Three Guest Lectures
on lerrorism

CIS, or courses in related fields of politi-
cal science offered by ETH Zurich and the
University of Zurich. This gives students the
necessary flexibility to pursue their interdisci-
plinary interests. “I found the department
very accommodating when I chose to take
econometrics as an elective,” says MACIS
student Mark Thompson.

Although students must possess some
background in the social sciences prior to
starting the program, student backgrounds
are very diverse, which allows for stimulating
seminar discussions and interesting cross-
country comparisons.

MACIS students this year come from a
number of countries including Columbia,
China, the United States, Finland, Germany
and Switzerland. Some of them have been
trained as economists, computer scientists
or physicists prior to entering the program,
just to name a few examples. According to
MACIS student Johannes Hamacher, then,
the “panoply of academic backgrounds” is
what he likes particularly about the pro-
gram.

According to program director Professor
Frank Schimmelfennig, the CIS faculty is
hoping to attract academically promising
MACIS students to enroll in the PhD pro-
gram at CIS upon graduation. Indeed, a
large majority of the MACIS students cur-
rently enrolled are interested in pursuing a
PhD. Two among them are already enrolled
in the doctoral program at CIS and decided
to complete the MACIS program to expand
and solidify their knowledge in political sci-
ence. One such student is Christa Deiwiks,
a cognitive scientist by training, who is wor-
king on her PhD in international conflict
research under the supervision of Professor
Lars-Erik Cederman. Deiwiks, who has so
far approached conflict solely from a decision
maker’s perspective in her previous academic
work, benefits from the MACIS program as
it allows her to study international conflict
from a political science perspective.

Butnotall students have come solely for the
program’s research orientation. After having
worked for a research project on sustainable
energy at the United Nations, Patrick Licht-

ner, a trained physicist and specialist in solar
energy, chose to enter the MACIS program
because he would like to be more involved
in the policy side of sustainable energy and
international environmental questions.

MACIS students strongly benefit from the
small class size of 15, which allows them to
take part actively in class discussions. Mikael
Marila, a graduate of the University of Essex,
says: “I chose MACIS over many other note-
worthy universities because of the program
content and academic quality for what I had
heard from my professors at Essex. Also, the
location, language of instruction and the low
tuition tipped the scale in favor of MACIS
and Zurich.”

In sum, the MACIS is about getting the
tools and knowledge needed to tackle que-
stions relevant to today’s internationalized

world.

This fall, CIS hosted three guest lectures
dealing with different aspects of the war
on terror. All three presentations showed
that the asymmetrical war between non-
state actors and governments is posing
new challenges to today’s state-based se-
curity structure as well as to the way we
perceive and study contemporary security
threats.

Counterterrorism Measures and Hu-
man Rights

Governments today face the difficult task of
protecting their citizens from acts of terrorism
while simultaneously upholding internatio-
nal human rights standards. Counterterro-
rism measures and human rights, then, was
the topic of a CIS talk by Thomas Bisteker,
Henry R. Luce Professor of Transnational
Organizations at Brown University.

In the 1990s, the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) introduced a new measure
in its counterterrorism operations: targeted
sanctions. At first glance, the idea of specifi-
cally targeting sanctions against individuals
and groups suspected to be involved in ter-
rorist activities is a great improvement from
earlier types of sanctions that targeted entire
states, including innocent civilians. Yet, the
targeted sanctions regime is not entirely
unproblematic either.

As Bisteker convincingly showed, the new
measures have important legal implications,
which yet need to be addressed. In particu-
lar, individuals listed as “terrorists” are not
formally notified about why they were listed,
nor are they told what steps they could take if
they were wrongfully listed. In today’s inter-
national system, where only states have legal
standing, individuals who belong to a state
that is unwilling or unable to take up their
case are unable to address their case. Also,
targeted individuals are denied the right to a
fair trial hearing prior to designation under
the current system.

In the course of his presentation, Biste-
ker put forward a series of recommendations
that would help make the UN’s targeted
sanctions regime more compliant with inter-
national human rights standards. Among

those recommendations were to designate



an ombudsman or an expert panel under
UNSC authority that would thoroughly
review the cases of listed individuals; or to
set up an independent arbitration panel with
the power to decide whether an individual
should be listed. Ultimately, Bisteker argued,
the coalition on counterterrorism would be
stronger and more successful if it followed
fair and clear procedures.

Terror and the Media

The live images that brought the horrendous
9/11 attacks into the living rooms of milli-
ons of people around the world ushered in a
new age in international warfare. So argued
CIS guest speaker James Der Derian, direc-
tor of the Information Technology, War and
Peace Project in the Watson Institute’s Global
Security Program at Brown University, who
talked about the role of the global media in
shaping the war on terror.

“The media has become a new battle
space,” Der Derian explained, whereby new
global actors, such as terrorist groups, were
having almost equal means of spreading their
message as a superpower like the United
States. In fact, Der Derian posited, Osama
bin Laden today is on the same plane as the
United States in its media effects.

The global media today not only trans-
mits events, but also shapes the way people
respond to these events. With the help of
dramatic pictures or background music, the
media successfully appeals to the emotions of
its viewers, which makes it difficult for secu-
rity experts and politicians to counter these

James Der Derian

images with rational arguments.

Moreover, as many world events are trans-
mitted live with the help of satellite techno-
logy, the media today considerably speeds up
the time politicians have to deliberate and
react to new events. As Der Derian explained,
today’s media is “inseparable from global
security” and thus carries more responsibi-
lity than ever before - a responsibility, so Der
Derian, the media is not adequately living up
to. To counter the powerful visual messages
of the global media and to put them into

CISHEWS

propositions to encourage the more syste-
matic study of emotions in the international
relations context. First, researchers needed
to accept that “research can be insightful and
valid even if it engages unobservable pheno-
mena, and even if the results of such inquiries
can neither be measured nor validated empi-
rically.” Second, the best and perhaps only
way to study emotions, Bleiker posited, was
to look at their representation. It is individual
representations of emotions, such as through
visual depictions, that shape political per-

Thomas Bernauer and Thomas Bisteker

their proper perspective, Der Derian’s Infor-
mation Technology, War and Peace Project
at the Watson Institute seeks to analyze and
question these media effects and hence edu-
cate the public. If we allow the media to set
the security policy agenda, Der Derian cauti-
oned, we are prone to neglect even more pres-
sing security issues such as diseases, global
warming and other global threats that receive
little coverage in the mainstream news.

Terror and Emotions

Emotions, such as fear, anger or sadness, play
a powerful role in how we react to security
threats such as terrorism. Indeed, it goes
without saying that policy responses to world
events always take place in an emotional con-
text. Yet, scholarly discussion on the role of
emotions in international politics is almost
non-existent.

Roland Bleiker of the University of
Queensland in Australia presented a paper
addressing this gap in the international rela-
tions literature. Bleiker thereby made three

ceptions, become collectivized and influence
social dynamics. Examples are TV pictures
of the 9/11 attacks or the Abu Ghraib pri-
soner abuse scandal, which both prompted
strong responses from the public and poli-
ticians. Third, Bleiker stressed the need to
embrace alternative sources of insight, such
as the study of aesthetic sources, which can
capture emotions particularly well. With the
new research agenda he presented at CIS,
Bleiker put forward a bold attempt to break
new ground in learning to better understand
policy decisions in the new age of internati-
onal terrorism.

As all three speakers made clear, the new
global war on terror forces us to think outside
the box, re-consider our state-based interna-
tional security structure, critically examine
the power of the media in shaping our reac-
tions to world events, and recognize that
the emotions triggered by dramatic media
representations of combat scenes and terro-
rist attacks impact the way the public and
politicians react to them. H
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Europe, Israel, America:
A Triangle of Complexes or Divergent Interests?

In cooperation with the Institute of So-
ciology at the University of Basel and
Swisspeace, CIS organized a well-atten-
ded guest lecture by former Israeli foreign
minister Shlomo Ben-Ami. In his speech,
Ben-Ami made a strong case for the neces-
sity and urgency of finding a settlement to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“The Middle East is not an enclave,” Ben-
Ami stressed at the outset of his lecture,
noting that whatever happens in this region
has a direct impact on the West.

Ben-Ami argued that despite all the nega-
tive headlines that come out of the Middle
East right now, a new window of opportunity
has opened up for solving the 60-year old
conflict.

Today’s “new era of warfare,” so Ben-Ami,
is characterized by asymmetrical wars bet-
ween states and movements. And according

dow of opportunity, so Ben-Ami, is that the
United States will have no other choice but to
become more actively involved in the Middle
East peace process again. The deteriorating
situation in Iraq, the growing regional domi-
nance of Iran and the rising power of Isla-
mic fundamentalists across the Middle East
is forcing the United States to abandon its
hands-off approach with regard to the Pale-
stinian issue.

Indeed, Ben-Ami emphasized, the situ-
ation in post-war Iraq has brought to the
open the rivalry between the two main camps
within the Arab world: the secular mode-
rates, on the one hand, and the Islamists, on
the other.

According to Ben-Ami, Arab moderates
today are eager to see a settlement of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. This is the case because
secular Arab regimes see a settlement of the

Shlomo Ben-Ami and Simon Hug at a CIS-reception

to Ben-Ami, an important distinguishing
feature of these asymmetrical wars is that
they do not produce conclusive victories. Yet,
he stressed, this does not mean that peace
is impossible. On the contrary, inconclusive
situations can lead to a peace process, as the
Camp David Accords signed in the aftermath
of the 1973-Arab-Israeli war illustrated.

A further characteristic of this new win-

conflict as a way of taking away a significant
popular support base of Islamic fundamen-
talists and thus curtailing the ambitions of
Iran. Ben-Ami went as far as to talk about a
“tacit alliance” between moderate Sunni Arab
states and Israel against rising Shiite power
in the region. He pointed out the example of
Arab states’ reluctance at the United Nations
to push for an immediate end of the Israeli

offensive against the Hizbollah in Lebanon as
an Israeli victory seemed to be in their own
best interest. However, Ben-Ami warned,
this “tacit alliance” could not be much lon-
ger maintained without an Arab-Israeli peace
agreement.

An important precondition for a compre-
hensive peace settlement, so Ben-Ami, is to
repair the deep rift that has developed between
the United States and continental Europe as
a result of the Iraq war. Europe had always
considered the Palestinian question a more
pressing issue than Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
Following America’s invasion of Iraq, the EU
thus made America’s active support for a new
Arab-Israeli peace process the prerequisite for
EU assistance in the post-war reconstruction
of Iraq.

The United States and Europe, so Ben-
Ami, would complement each other well as
joint peace brokers: The United States brings
to the table unrivalled hard power capabili-
ties, along with its strong leverage on Israel;
Europe, in turn, has well-developed soft
power capabilities.

For Ben-Ami, Europe’s multilateral, diplo-
matic approach to international affairs is the
only possible way forward in the Middle East.
America’s refusal to talk with Syria, Iran,
Hamas and Hisbollah, he argued, was clearly
counterproductive. He stressed that the ene-
mies of the Middle East peace process would
“not change their behavior as a pre-condition
of negotiations,” but only as a “result of nego-
tiations.” For example, “a wise policy would
turn Hamas into an obstacle to peace in the
eyes of the Palestinians,” Ben-Ami explained,
and the “promise of a political horizon” was
the prerequisite “for the Palestinian people to
confront Hamas or for Hamas to change.”

The United States could learn from the
Europeans also with regard to its vision, though
noble and right in principle, to spread demo-
cracy in the Middle East. The United States
was naive to believe that Arab secular dictator-
ship could turn into liberal democracies within
a few years, so Ben-Ami. Europe, by contrast,
understood that democratization needed to
occur slowly to prevent the Arab masses from
voting in Islamic fundamentalists.



Amidst growing tensions and bloods-
hed in the Middle East, Ben-Ami expressed
optimism that if the international commu-
nity was willing to seize the current “win-
dow of opportunity,” progress on the Isra-
eli-Palestinian front was not only an urgent
necessity, but also a realistic possibility. M

Shlomo Ben-Ami

Shlomo Ben Ami had a distinguished
career both as a scholar and a policy practi-
tioner. Born in Morocco in 1943, Ben Ami
was educated at Tel-Aviv University and
Oxford University, from which he recei-
ved his Ph.D. in History. He then headed
the School of History of Tel-Aviv Univer-
sity (1982-86) and subsequently served as
Israel’s ambassador to Spain (1987-1991).

Ben-Ami was elected to the Israeli Knes-
setin 1996. In July 1999, he was appointed
Minister of Public Security. Following the
resignation of David Levy in August 2000,
Shlomo Ben-Ami served as Acting Foreign
Minister and, in November 2000, Minister
of Foreign Affairs. He held these positions
until March 2001.

Ben-Ami is the author of many books,
among them a thorough account of the
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations during the
last two years of the Clinton administration
entitled “A Front Without a Rearguard:
A Voyage to the Boundaries of the Peace
(Yedioth Ahatonoth, Tel-Aviv,

2004) and a comprehensive overview of the

Process”

history of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the
quest for peace, “Scars of War, Wounds of
Peace. The Arab-Israeli Tragedy” (Weiden-
feld and Nicolson, London, 2005). Ben-
Ami now serves as the Vice-President of
the Toledo International Center for Peace
(www.toledopeace.org).
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ISF Discusses Broadening

Security Challenges

The Center for Security Studies (CSS),
which is part of CIS, hosted the 7th Inter-
national Security Forum (ISF), a high-le-
vel conference which took place from 26
- 28 October 2006 at the Kongresshaus in
Zurich. As a Swiss government contributi-
on to the Partnership for Peace program,
the 7th ISF was supported by the Swiss
Federal Department of Defense, Civil Pro-
tection and Sport, and the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs.

Security issues in international affairs are
more wide-ranging today than ever before.
States - even those with well-protected bor-
ders and friendly neighbors - are no longer
secure when there is instability elsewhere in
the world. Adding to the complexity is the
rise of “soft threats,” including energy shor-
tages, environmental pollution and transna-
tional crime.

The breadth of security challenges in the

post-9/11 world was the focal point of this

year’s International
Security Forum (ISF)
- “New Risks and
Threats: The Chal-
lenges of Securing
State and Society.”

One issue made
clear in the two
opening  keynote
speeches was that
today’s new risks
and challenges cannot be solved by states on
their own. Instead, the evolving international
security environment demands strong multi-
lateral cooperation.

Ronald Asmus, former deputy assistant
secretary of state for European Affairs during
the second Clinton Administration, made a
strong case for the necessity of the “the West”
- with the United States and the EU as the key
actors - to reconstitute itself to confront inter-
national security threats in a united way.

We are headed into scary times,” Asmus
warned. The possibility of failure in Iraq and
Afghanistan - which would mean a major
strategic setback for the US and its allies
- nuclear proliferation, the unsolved Arab-
Israeli conflict and Islamic fundamentalism

IHTE IIIHITII]HIII.

are only some of the security concerns that
should keep Western leaders awake at night,
he said.

Still, in the face of these immense challen-
ges, the West finds itself more divided and dis-
organized than at any other time in the post-
war era - a condition, according to Asmus,
that must change. He called upon the US and
the EU to formalize their cooperative relati-
onship and use NATO, which is the West’s
only contractual security alliance, to enter
into missions beyond Europe and thus secure
the West’s dangerous periphery. Though
reconciliation will be difficult, Asmus sees a
new window of opportunity opening up with
the impending changes of administrations in
the US, France and Britain.

The second keynote speaker, Monika
Wohlfeld of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), stressed the
important role of her organization - which,
besides the established Western democra-
cies, also includes
Russia and the for-
mer Soviet states - in
promoting peace and
security in Europe.
She  emphasized
the OSCE’s role in
tackling democratic
transition problems
in former commu-
nist states, as well as
in helping to solve complex, protracted con-
flicts in Central Asia and the Caucasus. But
for the OSCE to become a more effective tool
in conflict prevention, Wohlfeld cautioned,
its three key players - the US, EU and Russia
- would need to work better together and set
up early response mechanisms to allow the
organization to act more swiftly.

Many of the key security challenges Europe
and the US face today are associated with the
Middle East. Several discussion panels at the
conference thus focused on this region. One
panel in particular explored the prospects for
European-American conflict and cooperation
over the Middle East. One panelist expressed
fears that Washington would continue to
place domestic public opinion on issues like
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Iraq over what was good for the region itself,
while EU politicians would put pressure from
their own voting publics ahead of effective
policy-making in the region. But as one of
the participants warned, failure to re-invigo-
rate the Arab-Israeli peace process or build
peace in Iraq would have repercussions on the
streets of European cities, where old Jewish,
Muslim and Christian rivalries could erupt.

Probably the most talked-about security
challenge today is international terrorism, and
a series of panels were devoted to this topic.
While prior to 9/11 terrorism was treated as
a police problem requiring a law-enforcement
solution, intelligence communities and law
enforcement agencies today have to adapt to
the new challenges posed by international
terrorist networks, which use the latest mass
communication technologies to recruit mem-
bers and plan attacks.

In post-9/11 counterterrorism operations,
the role of intelligence gathering has been
strongly emphasized. Contrary to the Cold
War period, where information was scarce,
law enforcement and intelligence officers
today have a massive amount of information
available, including a large number of terrorist
websites to monitor. Hence, today’s challenge
lies in analyzing and sifting through informa-
tion, a task that cannot be satisfyingly accom-
plished by inventing new technological tools.
Some speakers particularly lamented the lack
of intelligence officers who speak Arabic and
understand Muslim culture, or who may even
be able to infiltrate terrorist cells, as a key
shortcoming in counterterrorism efforts.

Ultimately, however, the panelists agreed
that defeating Islamic terrorism would require
more than just handling intelligence. After
all, terrorist violence is only the symptom of
a movement that is ideologically grounded.
The real war the West is fighting is ideological
in nature, and the West needs to fight back by
re-affirming and remaining true to its own
liberal democratic values.

Indeed, democratization has become a key
tool for the international community to pro-
mote peace and security. As one speaker put
it, “security without democracy today is dee-
med illegitimate, while democracy without

security is unsustainable.”

6

One panel discussed the dilemma of pro-
moting democracy in societies recovering
from conflict, whereby the imperatives of
democracy and those of peace-building often
pull in different directions. While the elec-
toral process in a democracy sharpens social
divisions, peace-building efforts focus on pro-
moting consensus and co-existence. Although
democratization is a useful strategic approach
to peace-building, the panelists concluded,
its form and process must be tailored to the
particular circumstances and vulnerabilities
of societies emerging from conflict.

Although the number of democracies in
the world grew in the 1990s, many new demo-
cracies have remained very unstable, speakers
pointed out. At the same time, some panelists
have observed the international community
retreating in its commitment to promoting
democracy. Moreover, with the US propaga-
ting the promotion of democracy as a key tool
in the war on terror, there has been a backlash
against the idea of democracy, as it is being
increasingly associated with US imperialism.
This also has become a convenient excuse for
dictators to deride democratization in their
countries, some panelists lamented.

Meanwhile, the promotion of democracy
can conflict with a rival security concern of
most Western countries - namely the need to
secure oil supplies. As was discussed in one of
the panels, the uncertainty of who will win
elections in energy-producing countries can
put energy supplies for consuming countries
at risk, leading them to favor the short-term
stability provided by less-than democratic
governments.

In the course of the discussion, the view
that many oil-producing countries tend to
have authoritarian governments and have
great difficulties in affecting a transition to
democracy was highlighted. As one panel-
ist explained, oil exports, which generate a
rent that accrues directly to governments,
strengthen incumbent power holders in any
government. This is an obstacle to democra-
tic transition as democracy is based on alter-
nations of power. An oft-mentioned case in
point in this context was Russia, where grow-
ing authoritarianism has gone hand-in-hand
with rising oil prices.

An observation that underlined many of
the panel discussions was that both the terms
of “security” and “democracy” have evolved
to include an ever broader set of meanings.
Today, “security” also includes the concept
of human security, such as freedom from fear
and want, while the term “democracy” has
come to encompass the notions of civil, poli-
tical, cultural, economic and social rights. As
the many panel discussions have made clear,
trying to reconcile the sometimes conflicting
challenges of securing both state and society
is proving a daunting task. H

This article was first published by Sara Kuep-
fer in a special print edition of the ISN Secu-
rity Watch newsletter (http://www.isn.ethz.
ch/news/sw) on 28 October 2006.
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After Enlargement and the Referendums: New Avenues for EU
Politics and Research — an International Workshop at CIS

On 27 October 2006, the European Po-
litics chair at CIS hosted a conference on
new avenues for EU politics and research
after the enlargement and the referendums.
It was designed as an informal workshop
to explore the dynamics and current deve-
lopments of the discipline as well as of the
EU. Is the EU in crisis? Does it find itself
in a substantially new situation? If so, are
our theories of European integration and
governance adequate or do they need to
be adapted? Those were the questions that
guided the discussions.

By Dirk Leuffen

How is EU decision-making affected by enlar-
gement? At the beginning of the workshop,
CIS members Stefanie Bailer and Dirk Leuf-
fen proposed to turn to sociological group
theories in order to study this issue. They
derived at three scenarios: the oligarchization
of EU decision-making, the socialization of
new members to existing formal and infor-
mal practices and, drawing on Georg Simmel,
formalization as a response to increased size
and heterogeneity. When confronting their
theories with early data on post-enlargement
politics in the EU, they could so far find
little evidence for an increased oligarchiza-
tion. Their findings on formalization were
mixed, but they detected a clear continuity
to existing patterns of decision-making after
enlargement.

Virginie Guiraudon (European University
Institute) presented a case study of the 2005
Treaty of Priim and EU cooperation in the
Area of Justice, Freedom and Security. The
Treaty of Priim was set up by seven member
states outside the integration framework and
focused on trans-bordering activities against
terrorism, criminality and illegal migra-
tion. The Priim procedure was discussed as
a potential model of decision-making in an
enlarged Union. As in the case of the Schen-
gen treaty, an avant-garde of member states
spurred integration. Whether this contributes
to or undermines the legitimacy of the EU
remains an open question.

Frank Schimmelfennig took a closer look
at the prospects for further enlargement.
He found that whereas the general mood of

“enlargement fatigue” seemed to indicate a

break with previous patterns of enlargement,
this was not supported by his data. Con-
trolling for the number of remaining eligi-
ble (that is, both European and democratic)
non-member states, the analysis showed
that association and enlargement after 2004
had neither slowed down nor discrimina-
ted against the remaining outside countries.
Future enlargement would thus be hampered
by the obstacles to democratic consolidation
in non-member countries rather than by EU
decision-making procedures.

However, if enlargement appeared to be
receding into the background, other forms
of relationships with non-member countries
would become salient. In this vein, Sandra
Lavenex (University of Lucerne) explored
the functional dynamics beyond and before
full EU membership and the contributions

zing of European integration obsolete. On
the other hand, Paul Magnette (Free Univer-
sity of Brussels) and loannis Papadopoulos
(University of Lausanne) drew attention to
the consociational setting in which EU poli-
ticization was embedded. Other cases such
as Belgium and Switzerland showed how
consociational systems watered down politi-
cization. This dampened its more disruptive
effects for the EU but weakened the chance
that politicization could act as a remedy for
the EU’s accountability deficit.

Amy Verdun (University of Victoria,
Canada) focused on the question of the
negative referendums on the EU constitu-
tion. She discussed the Convent method and
designed a set of possible scenarios of how the
EU should proceed. Verdun, however, denied

that the EU was in a state of crises.

Dirk Leuffen and Stefanie Bailer

of a governance perspective to analyzing the
EU’s relations with its neighboring countries.
The typology she presented demonstrates
the diversity of EU external relations and
highlighted the various forms of EU impact
beyond accession.

Politicization is one of the most pervasive
trends in European Union politics. The “per-
missive consensus” of the EU population,
which allows elites to strike high-level bargains
fairly autonomously, seems to be a thing of the
past. Two papers explored the theoretical con-
sequences of this shift. Liesbet Hooghe and
Gary Marks (University of North Carolina
and Free University of Amsterdam) argued
that politicization increased the importance
of “identity” and made functionalist theori-

In a final section dealing with the EU’s
international relations, John Keeler (Univer-
sity of Washington) discussed the fight against
terrorism in a transatlantic perspective. Dra-
wing on Downs’ issue attention cycle Kee-
ler examined the media coverage of terrorist
attacks in the US and the UK, and he found
transatlantic convergence in the aftermath
of the Madrid and London attacks. Sophie
Meunier (Princeton University) analyzed the
EU as a “conflicted trade power,” which was
not only a core power player in internatio-
nal trade but was also using “power through
trade” to essentially “clone” itself, that is,
to spread liberal democratic norms and its
model of regional integration.
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Financing Referendum Campaigns Conference

On 27 - 28 October, Simon Hug and Ka-
rin Gilland Lutz of CIS, as well as Uwe
Serdiilt and Tobias Zellweger of the re-
search Centre on Direct Democracy (c2d)
in Geneva, organized a conference in Zu-
rich, which discussed the topic of finan-
cial regulations pertaining to campaign
activities in direct-democratic votes.

By Karin Gilland Lutz

The idea for this conference came out of the
realization that although there is a significant
literature on the role of money in elections
(at least in the United States), there is very
little scientific work on the role money plays
in direct democracy. Nevertheless, many cri-
tics of direct democratic institutions lament
the excessive role money plays in referendum
campaigns. The bluntest question in this
context is: is it possible to buy a result? And if
so, under what circumstances? Others argue
that rules regulating the financing of referen-
dum campaigns which lead to transparency
might actually help voters make more infor-
med decisions: For example, knowing which
donors support what side on an issue might
be a valuable piece of information for voters.
If, say, the insurance industry was to support
a ‘no’ vote on a particular issue, voters would
conclude that the insurance industry must be
benefiting from a ‘no’ and thus vote accor-
dingly, depending on their likes or dislikes of
this particular industry.

These insights are, however, almost
exclusively based on theoretical models or
empirical results stemming from the United
States. In other contexts where referendums
are used, we know very little about the rules
regulating the financing of direct-democratic
campaigns and the effect money and rules
pertaining to it have in this context.

Given the lack of attention paid to this
aspect of direct democracy, the first purpose
of the conference was to use it as an oppor-
tunity to gather information about as many
countries with direct-democratic provisions
as possible regarding financial regulations. As
many conference participants acknowledged
during the conference, even at this basic level
there was no secondary literature for most of

them to refer to; rather, it was necessary for
most to fall back on various acts of legislation
and, of course, the constitution of each coun-
try to be able to account for the situation in
their country.

The second goal builds on the first one,
and consists of setting out a framework for
comparative research in this area. Quite
concretely, this would mean identifying all
the relevant variables that reasonably might
come into play in the relationship between
money and direct democracy. On the basis
of the analysis that that would enable, goal
number three of this conference will hope-
fully be fulfilled in due course: the provi-
sion of insights into what type of financial
regulations are advisable, on the assumption
that since money can not be taken out of the
equation, at least its role must be clear to the
voters.

The conference opened with a welcoming
address by Simon Hug and Uwe Serdiil, set-
ting out the goals of the conference. Thomas
Stratmann (George Mason University) follo-
wed up in the next session with a paper on
‘Campaign spending and ballot measures’,
together with Uwe Serdiilt and Tobias Zell-
weger (c2D) who presented their comparative
work on financial regulations. After lunch,
the program continued with country studies,
beginning with Western Europe: Denmark
(Sara Binzer Hobolt, Oxford University),
Switzerland (Martina Caroni, Luzern Uni-
versity), France (Francis Hamon, University
of Paris (emeritus)), Ireland (Karin Gilland
Lutz, Zurich University), UK (Navraj Ghale-
igh, Edinburgh University) and Spain (Car-
los Closa, Centre for Political and Constitu-
tional Studies).

On the second day of the conference, the
morning was devoted to Central and Eastern
Europe, with papers on Estonia (Jiiri Ruus,
Tartu University), Lithuania (Algis Krupa-
vicius, Kaunas University of Technology),
Latvia (Daunis Auers, Latvia University) and
Hungary (Tibor Gazso, Szazadweg Research
Centre). In the afternoon, the focus was on
the US (Daniel Smith, Florida Universtiy)
and Canada (Richard Johnston, University

of Pennsylvania). The conference closed with

a round-table discussion chaired by Andreas
Auer (c2d).

The round-table discussion con-
cerned itself with setting out a research
agenda building on the progress made
during the conference. Since data on
financial regulations does not seem to be
comprehensively collected anywhere at the
moment, the conference participants had
an interest in establishing such a database
under the auspices of c2d, on the basis of
the various variables that could be identi-
fied as relevant in the course of the con-
ference. Simultaneously, the experienced
lack of secondary literature on this topic, as
well as the quality of the papers, justifies an
attempt to publish the conference papers in
some as yet unspecified format.

The conference organizers wish
to thank the sponsors of the conference,
in alphabetical order: c2d, CIS, Institute
for Political Science at Zurich University,
Schweizerische Akademie der Geistes- und
Sozialwissenschaften (SAGW), Scientific
Cooperation between Eastern Europe and
Switzerland (Scopes), Swiss National Sci-
ence Foundation (SNF), Vereinigung Aka-
demischer Mittelbau der Universitit Ziirich
(VAUZ), and Ziircher Universititsverein
(ZUNIV). The organizers are also grate-
ful that the sessions could take place in the
seminar room of the NCCR Democracy 21
at Stampfenbachstrasse 63 in Zurich, and
would like to take this opportunity to thank
the conference participants for their contri-
butions to the conference. M
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International Water Management in the Zambezi Basin

Professor Thomas Bernauer and two PhD
students from his group at CIS, Lucas
Beck and David Walker, are participating
in an interdisciplinary project recently
launched with colleagues from the envi-
ronmental and engineering sciences at
ETH Zurich and the Swiss Federal Insti-
tute of Aquatic Science and Technology
(EAWAG).

By Lucas Beck

The project, entitled African Dams Project
(ADAPT), is sponsored by the ETH Initi-
ative for Environment and Sustainability
(www.cces.ethz.ch). Its goal is to develop an
integrated set of analytical tools that helps in
systematically and comprehensively assessing
the ecological and socio-economic effects of
existing dams in the Zambezi basin and to
suggest ways to improve dam operation.
Moreover, the researchers look at plans for
new dams and water transfers in the Zambezi
basin and come up with possible alternative
designs that would provide a more sensible
balance of ecological and socio-economic
benefits and costs.

With a length of ca. 2,600 km, the Zam-
bezi river is the fourth-longest African river
and the largest river flowing into the Indian
Ocean. The drainage basin of ca. 1.4 Mio
km?2 covers approx. 4.5% of the total con-
tinent. Eight central and southern African
countries contribute to the Zambezi river
basin: Zambia (40.7%), Angola (18.3%),
Zimbabwe (15.9%), Mozambique (11.4%),
Malawi (7.7%), Botswana (2.8%), Tanzania
(2.0%) and Namibia (1.2%).

Although the Zambezi has a great deve-
lopment potential (discharge to the sea of
approx. 110 km3 per year), water use cur-
rently is limited mainly to hydropower pro-
duction and some small-scale water supply
through a series of impoundments (see map).
The largest dams and reservoirs along the
Zambezi are:

(i) Kariba (Zambia/Zimbabwe), commissi-

oned in 1959

(i) Kafue hydropower scheme (Zambia),
consisting of the Kafue reservoir (1971)
and the Itezhi-Tezhi reservoir, 450 km
upstream of the Kafue dam (1977)

(iii) the Cabora Bassa reservoir (Mozam-
bique), completed in 1974.

The combined regulating effects of large dams
along the Zambezi have considerably altered
the physical and chemical state of the water
system, resulting in profound long-term eco-
logical changes in the river and delta region.
They have also increased the vulnerability of
the downstream population. The drought
affecting southern Africa for the past few years
has compounded existing vulnerabilities.
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About 40 possible new hydropower plants
with a total installation capacity of more than
13,000 MW have been identified in the basin.
About 85 percent of the total capacity is on
the Zambezi river itself, while the remainder
is on its tributaries. Close to half of the poten-
tial is in Mozambique, about 25 percent in
Zambia and about 20 percent in Zimbabwe.
Around five percent of the potential is divi-
ded between Angola, Malawi and Tanzania.
Starting from a very low runoff of only ~-70

mm/year (basin-wide average; compared to
990 mm/yr in Switzerland), modification to
the existent hydropower schemes on this scale
would certainly amplify the current hydrolo-
gical, environmental and social alterations.
Changes in climate conditions (precipitation
—evaporation), wetland size (present evapora-
tion of ~110 km3/year) and reservoir surface
area (current reservoirs evaporation is ~15
km3/year) are therefore expected.

Studies on population development in the
Zambezi basin suggest that at current growth
rates (2.9%/year) the total population of the
basin will double (to 75 millions) in 2020.
One immediate consequence of rapid popu-

lation and urban growth rates is an escala-

tion in the demand for agricultural products.
This will lead to an increase in anthropoge-
nic effects on the water resources, a reduction
in natural habitats and an increased area of
irrigated land. This will require enormous
additional amounts of water. Superposition
of the potential climate change scenario with
the demographic dimension and improving
living standards makes it clear that detailed
high-order impact studies on water manage-
ment are immediately needed.
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Key challenges in the Zambezi basin

1. Population growth of 2.9% accentu-
ates needs for (i) food production, (ii)
irrigation and (iii) energy generation.
Expected basin population in 2020 is
75 Mio. Only 1 per mill. of the basin is
irrigated. Water sanitation is missing in
large parts.

2. Urgently needed socio-economic de-
velopment and increase of standard of
living.

3. Fivelarge (> 1 GW) planned dams along
the main stem and more than 30 smal-
ler dams (< 1 GW) within the Zambezi
river basin.

4. Extreme vulnerability of the hydrolo-
gical system to small changes in preci-
pitation, evaporation and water con-
sumption/diversion (only ~70 mm/yr
of runoff) and therefore to potential
climate change.

5. Pressure on remaining pristine environ-
ments (such as wetlands) and need for
long-term protection.

6. Pollution of the Kafue Flats and other
aquatic systems by upstream mining
(heavy metals).

7. Coping with the deficits of the current
major dams (no Environmental Impact
Assessment at times of construction).

8. Coping with the international aspects
of Integrated Water Resources Manage-
ment (eight countries involved).

In view of these challenges, the project seeks
responses to the following questions:

* How can we predict regional flooding
of wetlands and river corridors for diffe-
rent modes of operation of large dams?

e The long-term rate of greenhouse gas
emissions (CO2, CH4) from reservoirs
is closely linked to carbon input via soil
erosion and eutrophication leading to
anoxic conditions. How can they be mi-
nimized?

¢ What are the effects of dams on the
longitudinal nutrient and sediment
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transport and on the critical wetland sy-
stems?

*  Riparian wetlands require seasonal floo-
ding, which is often prevented by water
storage behind large dams. What kind
of flooding is necessary to maintain vital
ecosystem functions, and what are cost-
effective mitigation strategies?

e Which socio-economic and political
conditions make particular geographic
areas of the river basin most vulnerable
to man-made changes in water availa-
bility (including quality aspects) and
the hydrological regime in particular?
In which geographic areas are water-in-
duced conflicts among particular social
groups and/or countries likely to occur?

e What impacts will population develop-
ment and climate change have on the
system?

The ADAPT project entered a one-year
pilot phase in September 2006. The objec-
tives in this pilot phase are threefold. First, to
develop a basic water system allocation model
for the whole Zambezi river basin, gather
relevant hydrological and socioeconomic
data, establish a computer-based Geographi-
cal Information System (GIS) platform, and
examine the national and international water

FE g

Thomas Bernauer talking to park wardens in the Lochingvar National Park

sector policies of the eight riparian countries.
Second, the pilot phase includes research on
selected geographical areas embedded in a
basin-scale context. The project initially
focuses on the Kafue basin and the Kafue
flats in Zambia with the aim of developing
and testing integrated water management
tools. Third, the pilot phase also serves the
purpose of building strong research partner-
ships in the region. The initial focus is on
Zambia, which has the largest share of the
basin. H
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Politics, Policy Rhetoric and Financial Markets

Do political conflict and political rheto-
ric influence the behavior of emerging
market bond markets? To answer this
question, CIS-researcher Markus Stierli
has constructed a dataset on political con-
flict and economic policymaking rhetoric
by Qualitative Data Analysis (QDA) on
newspaper coverage for countries listed
in the JP Morgan EMBI+ Index. Evidence
from panel data analysis suggests that
bond markets indeed respond to political
conflict.

By Markus Stierli

The market for traded external debt instru-
ments is among the most developed in
emerging markets. Models of bond pricing
famously hold that the price of the bond is
obtained by discounting future cash flows.
A substantial strand of literature has been
devoted to the question whether the beha-
vior of emerging market bond markets can
be attributed to their underlying credit and
currency risks. Yet, only few attempts have
been made to link bond pricing to political
processes and institutions. Stierli extends the
analysis to government rhetoric related to

macroeconomic policymaking.

Market Reaction to Political Conflict

Open markets confront policymakers with
policy dilemmas. If markets are open, poli-
cymakers’ actions are assessed by domestic
constituencies and international investors
simultaneously. Investors’ pricing decisions
may be related directly to policies regarding
macroeconomic variables, such as interest
rates or exchange rates, or to domestic politi-
cal configurations that bear an effect on the
macro economy.

Even though economic policymaking is
often understood as a technocratic process,
the probability of political conflict looms
large whenever politicians’ preferences regar-
ding these trade-offs are heterogeneous in
democratic systems. As political conflict
renders economic policy outcomes less pre-
dictable, the market is expected to exhibit
greater volatility and decreasing returns.
Additionally, political conflict involving

trade or labor unions is expected to have a
strong negative impact, at least short-term,
on bond returns, since upwards wage pres-
sure increases the likelihood of inflation and
complicates exchange rate stabilization by
raising interest rates.

Market Reaction to Announcements
Concerning Macroeconomic Objectives and
Priorities

The basic idea here is that domestic
constituencies and international investors
value specific announcements differently,
depending on the type of the announcement.
Given that currency prices, indebtedness and
inflation constitute important economic risks
in emerging economies with liberalized capi-
tal accounts, policymakers’ actions and state-
ments regarding these factors can be expected
to explain a part of bond performance.

There are a number of circumstances
when policymakers face the challenge of
having to satisfy the needs of domestic voters
while simultaneously appeasing internatio-
nal investors under the constraint of interna-
tionally mobile capital. Prominent examples
are the prioritization of economic objectives,
notably unemployment reduction, at the
likely expense of price stability; and poverty
reduction at the expense of growing deficits
or a suspension of debt repayments. Even
though such policies may have positive effects
on economic performance in the medium
run, investors are likely to react aversively to
such policies. A crucial distinction between
domestic constituencies and international
investors is that the former are less likely to
consider long-term effects of specific policies,
since they can rearrange their portfolios quik-
kly. In addition, policymakers” behavior will
depend on the electoral cycle and the voters’
abilities to disentangle external shocks from

economic mismanagement.

Methodology

In order to test the effect of economic policy-
making processes on bond market behavior,
Stierli has constructed a dataset containing
monthly observations from the JP Morgan
Emerging Markets Bond Index Plus (EMBI+)
for 19 countries over the Period 1994-2004.

Variables for monthly index changes and
volatility were constructed from daily series
provided by Datastream. Policymakers’ state-
ments about macroeconomic objectives are
obtained by qualitative data analysis (QDA)
procedures from daily newspaper coverage.
Using a sequence of semiautomatic coding
routines, over 9000 articles could be classified
according to a country-date specific identifier.
Rather than assuming repeated cross sections,
the bounded N - large T properties of the data
suggest that time series dependence should be
appropriately modeled, taking into account
unobserved effects, autoregression and corre-
lations across panels.

Empirical Results

Results show that policymakers’ rhetoric is
unlikely to be evaluated by economic agents
as a credible commitment. Promises to fight
inflation or to ensure capital mobility and free
market principles are significantly associated
with decreasing returns and higher volatility.
This may be due to the fact that associated
criteria can be easily related to announce-
ments ex post. No proof can be found for the
argument that the prioritization of domestic
objectives does contribute to market move-
ments. This result is interesting in regard to
conventional wisdom about how internatio-
nal markets value domestic unemployment
and poverty reduction schemes.

In line with the uncertainty assumption,
political conflict induces increased market
volatility. However, it does not explain vari-
ation in monthly returns. It can be interpre-
ted from this that economic agents do not
by design derive potential future losses from
political conflict. Hence, there is no straight-
forward evidence of a democracy premium.

Beyond the main variables of interest, the
results imply strong statistical evidence that
downgrades in sovereign credit ratings are
good predictors of downward market move-
ments and market volatility. While exchange
rate volatility seems to pass through into bond
prices as a source of risk, interest rates have a
more complex influence on bond markets.
While the probability of a positive change in
bond returns increases with higher interest
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rates, volatility is higher under relatively
high interest rates. Additionally, Stierli finds
that neither elections nor IMF programs are
associated with bond market movements.
Accordingly, IMF programs are unlikely to
contribute to a moral hazard type insurance

problem.
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Policy Autonomy and
International Financial Stability

Do governments still have room to pur-
sue autonomous policies in open econo-
mies? This is the question Thomas Sattler,
a researcher in Prof. Thomas Bernauer’s
group, seeks to investigate in his disserta-
tion work.

By Thomas Sattler

The liberalization of the international finan-

cial system during the last decades has been

Thomas Sattler

accompanied by debates about its stability
and the consequences for domestic economic
policymaking. Critics of this liberalization
process fear that unrestricted capital flows
dramatically reduce policymakers’ room to
pursue autonomous economic policies and
decrease international financial stability. Pro-
ponents argue that openness increases econo-
mic efficiency and thus raises social welfare.
Moreover, many political scientists contend
that despite international economic integra-
tion, governments retain significant control
over their economies and still have the possi-
bility to generate distinctive macroeconomic
outcomes.

In his dissertation, Thomas Sattler ana-
lyzes several aspects of this debate about
domestic policy autonomy and internatio-

-
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nal financial stability. An empirical study on
government room to maneuver and political
accountability in Britain (co-authored with
John Freeman and Patrick Brandt) suggests
that the British government has lost its capa-
city to shape real economic outcomes since
the 1980s. Although the British government
adjusted monetary policy and lowered interest
rates when citizens became increasingly dis-
satisfied with economic developments, these
policy changes had no impact on inflation

TENNE

and economic growth. Despite the missing
link between monetary policies and outco-
mes, the public rewarded the government
for its reaction, and political support for the
government increased after the policy change.
Nevertheless, no meaningful accountability
existed because policies essentially were inef-
fectual. These findings thus do not support
the assertion of many political scientists that
the British government had substantial room
to maneuver during the last decades.

The other studies in Sattler’s dissertation
focusing on policymaking during internatio-
nal financial crises (one of them co-authored
with Stefanie Walter) paint a more nuanced
and less pessimistic picture. They suggest
that governments in fact have some possi-
bilities to resist market forces during these



episodes of economic turmoil, at least in
the short and medium run. Governments in
OECD countries and emerging market eco-
nomies, for instance, successfully defended
their exchange rates against attacks in more
than half of the cases since the 1970s when
countries became more open to capital flows.
Whether policymakers choose to keep their
exchange rates stable during a crisis depends
on various political, institutional and eco-
nomic characteristics of the government,
including election periods, political regime
type, central bank independence, inflation
and foreign exchange reserves. For instance,
the more democratic a political system, the
greater is the political willingness to defend.
This is the case because the political costs of
a currency devaluation are high for demo-
cratic governments. Citizens infer from an
exchange rate collapse that the government
did not manage the economy well, and poli-
tical support for elected policymakers conse-
quently declines.

The question of how governments can
defend their currency, however, is quite con-
troversial among social scientists and policy-
makers. Many theoretical studies have que-
stioned the standard view in economics that
governments can stop speculation by raising
interest rates. According to this view, raising
interest rates increases the cost of speculation
and thus makes speculative activity unprofi-
table. But many economists now emphasize
the adverse effects of high interest rates on
economic growth, which may increase rather
than decrease the expectation of a devalua-
tion. Thomas Sattler’s empirical analysis of
crisis outcomes in OECD countries shows
that interest rates are an effective tool to stop
low and intermediate levels of speculation. A
notable exception is the crisis in Sweden in
1992, when the government raised interest
rates to several hundred percent and then
devalued. The Swedish case suggests that rai-
sing interest rates may be ineffective to stop
extremely strong speculative pressure. When
interest rates increase beyond a certain level,
the adverse impact of such high rates on the
economy trumps the signal of strong commit-
ment to the exchange rate. Speculators then

anticipate that the government will devalue
in the future if they continue to attack. When
speculators noticed that the initial defense
by the Swedish government seriously harms
economic growth, speculation resumed after
a few months forcing the government off the
peg. Empirical evidence on this twofold rela-
tionship is not yet conclusive, however, and
should be investigated further.

Similarly, there is substantial disagree-
ment between policymakers and social sci-
entists about whether political intranspar-
ency helps to manage crises and enhances
the government’s policy autonomy in gene-
ral. Although economists and political sci-
entists generally agree that transparency is
desirable, governments often are reluctant to
follow this advice in practice. An example is
the decision of the Thai government during
the Asian Financial Crisis to conceal specu-
lative pressure and to sell foreign exchange
reserves hoping that confidence in the Thai
Baht would return. Using a game-theoretic
model of a speculative attack, Thomas Sattler
shows that large degrees of intransparency /
uncertainty may trigger a speculative attack
that would not occur with more or full trans-
parency. Uncertainty then is counterproduc-
tive because the government has to engage
in a costly exchange rate defense, which
reduces social welfare. Intransparency helps
the government to gain time in a crisis situa-
tion under very specific circumstances. If the
government does not implement the reforms
necessary to stabilize the exchange rate in the
long run, however, uncertainty delays the cri-
sis, but does not help to resolve it.

Opverall, the results suggest that govern-
ment room to maneuver in open economies
is smaller than many political scientists claim.
Governments can influence some macroeco-
nomic variables, such as exchange rates, in
the short and medium run. The capacity of
governments to shape developments in the
real economy in fundamental ways is limi-
ted, however. Currently, Thomas Sattler and
his co-authors are extending the study on
economic policymaking in Britain. They
analyze whether monetary policy became
more effective after the Bank of England was
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granted independence in 1997 and examine
the impact of fiscal policy on economic out-

comes since the 1980s. H

For further information about the research
project, or to receive copies of individual stu-
dies of this dissertation, please contact Tho-
mas Sattler: sattler@ir.gess.ethz.ch
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Politikplus—The Second Round

In December 2004, eleven female resear-
chers from CIS and the Universities of
Berne and Geneva founded the peer group
politikplus. In two years of lively activity,
politikplus has succeeded in helping its
members clarify their career perspectives
and in providing them with the professio-
nally relevant soft skills. Entering its third
year, the peer group has been able to se-
cure funding from the “Bundesprogramm
Chancengleichheit,” a Swiss federal pro-
gram that promotes equal opportunities
for women, until 2008.

By Charlotte Reinisch

The primary aims of politikplus are to pro-
mote focused discussions on career develop-
ment, as well as to strengthen organizatio-
nal and leadership skills among the group
members. Moreover, group members provide

politikplus
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Anke Tresch, Karolina Milewicz, Elgin Brunner, Stefanie Walter, Stefanie Bailer, Silja Hiiusermann, Andrea Iff; Charlot-
te Reinisch, Karin Gilland Lutz, Myriam Dunn, Michelle Beyeler, Margit Jochum, Anna Locher
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mutual support in improving each others’
research and enlarging each others” horizon-
tal and vertical networks. Ultimately, poli-
tikplus seeks to increase the academic profile
and visibility of its members.

In their project proposal, the group has
formulated measures and worked out a
program aimed at achieving these goals. In
February 2005, politikplus was selected by
a jury of professors from several faculties at
the University of Zurich to be one out of the
seven peer groups in Zurich to be funded
for one and a half years by the “Bundespro-
gramm Chancengleichheit.”

The group members decided on having
each group member organize one event in the
course of every funding period. The group
coordinator is responsible for general coor-
dination, project and financial management,
and the co-operation with the women’s cen-
ter at the University of Zurich (UniFrauen-
stelle Ziirich). In addition, the group benefits
greatly from the experience and the networks
of their
advisors, CIS faculty

scientific

members Professor
Lars-Erik Cederman
and Professor Hans-
peter Kriesi.

During the first
one and a half years,
politikplus  orga-
nized public panel
discussions on suc-
cessful  publishing
and on the compati-
bility of family and
career. In addition,
the group held seve-
ral workshops and
group meetings, in
which the peers dis-
cussed their acade-
mic work and evalu-
ated their respective
career plans. More-
iy over, members of
R TE ..
X politikplus had the
opportunity to meet
with Professor Eve-

lyn Huber Stephens from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Harvard Pro-
fessor Lisa Martin, and Professor Liesbeth
Hooghe from the Free University of Amster-
dam and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, from whom they received bene-
ficial advice along with gaining a rare insight
into these scholars career paths.

Following the success of the first round,
nine founding members of politikplus, along
with four new female researchers from CIS
and the Universities of Berne and Geneva,
successfully applied for a second round of
funding by the “Bundesprogramm Chancen-
gleichheit” in April 2006.

Since July, politikplus has organized one
workshop, a meeting with the group’s sci-
entific advisors and a reception for the CIS
community. In addition, group members
have received professional advice from Dr.
Barbara Haering, a member of the Swiss
National Council and managing partner of
the consulting firm econcept AG; Professor
Katharina Michaelowa from the University
of Zurich; and Professor Anne Deighton
from Oxford University. Politikplus is now
looking forward to another year of stimu-
lating exchanges with researchers and their
scientific advisors. M

Website: www.ipz.unizh.ch/politikplus
Coordinator: Reinisch@pwi.unizh.ch



New Faculty Member at CIS

Since September of this year, Professor
Katharina Michaelowa chairs the newly
formed professorship for Political Econo-
my and Development at the Department
of Political Science, University of Zurich.

By Mark Thompson

Prior to her academic career, the German-
born economist from the greater Frankfurt
area had been politically active for develop-
mental causes, which sparked her interest in
studying development issues in greater depth.
Uncertain about which academic discipline
to choose to study these questions, she was
encouraged by a friend to go into economics.
This friendly advice led her to Mannheim
University, to the Delhi School of Econo-
mics and subsequently to Burundi, where she
wrote her Master’s thesis in cooperation with
the country’s ministry of planning and the
German Development Corporation. Moving
on to her PhD in economics at the University
of Hamburg, she soon found herself in Paris
working for the OECD on donor coordina-
tion and development, while at the same time
completing her dissertation in 1998. From
2000 to 2006, she worked for the Hamburg
Institute of International Economics, where
she became the head of the research group
“Trade and Development” in 2001.

Due to her expertise in developmental
topics, as well as her familiarity with quan-
titative methods and economics, Michae-
lowa was a good match for the newly created
professorship on the “Political Economy of
Developing and Transition Countries” at the
University of Zurich. In an interview with
CIS News, Michaelowa said that she highly
enjoys the opportunity to teach development
courses, especially at a time when the subject
is being taught at fewer and fewer German
universities. Furthermore, she looks forward
to working together closely with political sci-
entists at CIS, as well as with other researchers
working at both the University of Zurich and
ETH on topics related to political economy.

When asked why economists are so stron-
gly represented in research projects on deve-
lopment-related political, social and policy

issues, she notes that many of the main spon-
sors of basic research in these areas, such as
the World Bank and the IMF, think and func-
tion in economic terms. Trained economists,

herself included, usually feel more comforta-
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Katharina Michaelowa

ble with quantitative research methods, she
adds. Yet, both quantitative and qualitative
methods have their place, Michaelowa exp-
lains: “Quantitative research often leads to
counter-intuitive findings, like our findings
that class size has little to no influence on
educational outcomes in western Africa.
Contrary to common idea that small class size
translates into a better education, it is doubt-
ful whether qualitative methods could have
discovered such a macro-trend. In contrast,
however, only qualitative research methods
can adequately explain this phenomenon by
showing that the quality of frontal teaching
style is independent of class size.”
Developmental studies, she further exp-
lains, are no different from other social sci-
ences in terms of methodological tools used
to generate coherent results. While her own
work often deals with questions of efficiency,
she notes that considering efficiency alone
is not enough, especially when the objective
is to formulate concrete policy recommen-
dations. In particular, ignoring the interests
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of key political actors often translates into
ineffective policy advice. This political aspect
has increasingly been incorporated into deve-
lopment aid policy - hence buzzwords like
“good governance” and “process-conditiona-
lity” - which try to take political realities into
account when aid policy decisions are made.

This particular aspect of development aid
has given her impulse and direction for her
new research projects, where she will look
at poverty reduction outcomes for projects
which use process-based conditionality rather
than outcome-based conditionality for aid,
comparing their effects on policy equilibria.
As she feels that the development of human
capabilities and human resources is key to the
development process, she also would like to
analyze these issues with a specific focus on
education policy. H

You can find out more about Professor
Michaelowa and her work at:
http://www.ipz.unizh.ch/mitarbeiter/
interne/michaelowaEng.php
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CIS Guest Scholar Robert Bleiker

Roland Bleiker, an Associate Professor
at the School of Political Science and In-
ternational Studies at the University of
Queensland in Australia, spent part of
his sabbatical leave as a visiting scholar at
CIS this fall. CIS staff writer Sara Kuepfer
met with him to talk about his intellectual
background and academic work.

Born and raised in Zurich, Roland Blei-
ker studied international politics in Paris,
Toronto and Vancouver, before he eventu-
ally moved to Australia to pursue his PhD in
International Relations. It was a combination
of the program content offered at Australian
National University, along with an attractive
scholarship offer, that led him to move to the
new continent.

The study of international relations at
Australian universities is more historical,
normative and interpretative as opposed to
social-scientific, Bleiker explains. Thus, he
sees himself “fit in better intellectually” in
Australia than he would in the United States,
for example, where quantitative work is more
heavily emphasized. At Australian National
University, he wrote his dissertation on trans-
national social movements and practices of
dissent, which he later turned into a book
titled Popular Dissent, Human Agency and
Global Politics (Cambridge University Press,
2000).

Another long-term research interest of
Bleiker is the conflict between the two Koreas.
Between 1986 - 1988, Bleiker worked as
Chief of Office of the Swiss Delegation to the
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission in
Panumunjom, the Korean DMZ. He spent
another year in South Korea in 1998, serving
as a visiting Professor at Pusan National Uni-
versity, and he has regularly returned to the
country since. His latest book Divided Korea:
Toward A Culture of Reconciliation (Univer-
sity of Minnesota Press, 2005) reflects his
long-held preoccupation with the conflict.

While at CIS, Bleiker was working on his
current project on emotions and politics. His
interest in the topic was sparked by the obser-
vation thatalthough emotions play an impor-
tant role in the way people react to security
threats and world events, political scientists
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are poorly equipped to take emotions into
account when analyzing political processes.
Bleiker is currently looking for ways in which
emotions can be conceptualized.

One important source that can be used to
study emotions, says Bleiker, are visual repre-
sentations, such as photographs. In a visual
age such as ours, Bleiker explains, images

Roland Bleiker

representing current events have a power-
ful impact on how we feel about and react
to these events. Moreover, dramatic world
events that can be easily captured through
powerful imagery tend to grab our attention
much more easily than other, equally impor-
tant security threats. The terrorist attacks of
9/11, for example, would perhaps not have
triggered the strong popular reaction they did
had the attacks not been captured on screen.
In contrast, more gradual processes such as
the spread of contagious diseases and environ-
mental degradation, which are a greater cause
of death globally than terrorist violence, are
paid less attention to as they are not so easily
representable through dramatic imagery.
“The logic of pictures prioritizes dramatic
events, and terrorism is the ultimate image-
event,” Bleiker explains.

Media representations of transnational
security issues strongly shape the way we per-
ceive and react to the issue in question. A case
in point is the way the HIV/Aids epidemic in
Africa has been represented in the Western
media in the past two decades. In a recent

paper, Bleiker criticizes the way people with
Aids in Africa have been represented as pas-
sive victims of the disease, which reinforces
colonial-era stereotypes about Africans. Such
representations may trigger compassion in
Western viewers, but the pictures fail to con-
vey “the complexities of the local and per-
sonal situation” of people living with Aids,
Bleiker writes.

Nevertheless, Bleiker has observed a shift
in the representation of the disease in recent
years, whereby the focus is slowly changing
from the representation of “people dying
with Aids to people living with Aids.” As an
example, Bleiker’s article describes a photo-
graphy project in Ethiopia, where children
with HIV/Aids were provided with cameras
and tasked with taking pictures representing
how they experience life with the disease.
The photography project resulted in a series
of pictures that break down the hierarchies
between the victims of the disease and the
photographer, thus conveying a much more
“pluralist” view of what it means to be living
with HIV/Aids.

Through his work, Bleiker seeks to add an
additional dimension of human experience
to the study of international processes. By
becoming more aware of how media images
shape our perception of security issues, and
by understanding how our emotions shape
our reaction to traumatic world events, we
are better equipped to address these issues.
For example, says Bleiker, this knowledge
may allow us to deal more intelligently with
terrorist trauma by avoiding the common
“us versus them” reaction we have observed
in the post-9/11 United States. Moreover,
increased emotional awareness may make us
less susceptible to politicians appealing to our
emotions.

Through his work, Bleiker seeks to broa-
den the spectrum of knowledge we use
to understand political processes, which
he hopes will make us more attune to the
breadth of existing transnational challenges.
Bleiker hopes that this new body of know-
ledge will eventually lead to better policy
and, ultimately, to a “more inclusive transna-
tional community.” Il



Recent Publications

Featured Books

Wenger, Andreas; Wollenmann, Reto
(eds.). Bioterrorism: Confronting a Complex
Threat. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2007
(forthcoming)

Especially since the anthrax attacks of 2001,
the issue of bioterrorism has been controver-
sial: Are governments underestimating the
potential hazard of biological toxins, as some
claim, or is the danger in fact exaggerated?
What are the policy options for dealing with
such a complex threat? The authors of this
book offer a reasoned assessment of the issues
at the core of the debates. Identifying a high
level of uncertainty as a key characteristic of
the bioterrorism threat, the authors examine
the legacies of the secret state biowarfare pro-
grams of the previous century, analyze acade-
mic and political controversies about current
dangers, and consider the impact of rapid
scientific and technological change on the
development of future threats. In the process,
they provide new insight into the broader
question of risk management and the role
of public and private actors in international
security relations.

Friesendorf, Cornelius. US Foreign Policy
and the War on Drugs: Displacing the Coca-
ine and Heroin Industry (CSS Studies in Se-
curity and International Relations, Andreas
‘Wenger and Victor Mauer (eds.)). London
and New York: Routledge, 2007 (forthco-

ming)

This book explores how US foreign policy
has exacerbated the global drug problem. It
analyses a crucial side effect of coercive US
strategies on farmers, traffickers and govern-
ments: the geographic displacement of the
cocaine and heroin industry. The book offers
an original explanation of the adaptability
of drug markets to state pressure. Using
IR theory, it highlights the negative conse-
quences of policies that rely on coercion. To
explain displacement, a causal mechanism
is developed and applied to three cases: the
destruction of the ‘French Connection’ in
the 1970s and its impact on Southeast Asia

and Mexico; the shooting-down of suspected
trafficking planes over Peru in the 1990s; and
the current US-sponsored war in Colombia.
While the link between foreign policy and
displacement should not be oversimplified,
Friesendorf argues that US inidatives have
been a major cause behind the global spread
of cocaine and heroin.

Nuenlist, Christian; Locher, Anna (eds.).
Transatlantic Relations at Stake: Aspects of
NATO, 1956-1972. Zurich: Center for Se-
curity Studies, 2006 (Ziircher Beitrige zur
Sicherheitspolitik 78), 2006)

In August 2004, the Center for Security Stu-
dies (CSS) at ETH Zurich hosted a confe-
rence on NATO in the 1960s. Established
Cold War historians and younger scholars
elaborated on the expansion of NATO’s
political role, which came to complement or
even exceed its military and force-planning
functions. The publication assembles articles
covering the decade of the 1960s in three sec-
tions. It focuses on rifts between Europe and
the United States; on central issues including
arms control, détente, and de Gaulle; and on
the role of individuals in the transatlantic fra-
mework. In particular, the book offers an alli-
ance perspective on issues including the Ber-
lin crisis, the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and
the Harmel report. Taking into consideration
a wealth of newly available primary sources,
the authors paint a complex and nuanced
picture of NATO’s “coming of age.”
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Publications by CIS Staff

European Politics

Leuffen, Dirk. “Wenn Zwei sich streiten,
freut sich der Dritte? Divided Government
im dynamischen Mehrebenensystem der
EU.” Zeitschrift fiir Internationale Bezie-
hungen 13(2), 2006, 201-227.

Leuffen, Dirk. “Bienvenu or Access Denied?
Recruiting French Political Elites for Ind-
epth Interviews.” French Politics 3(4), 2006,
201-227.

Rittberger, Berthold; Schimmelfennig ,
Frank (eds.). Die EU auf dem Weg zum Ver-
fassungsstaat. Frankfurt: Campus, 2000.

Rittberger, Berthold; Schimmelfennig, Frank
(eds.). “The Constitutionalization of the
European Union.” Journal of European Public
Policy (special issue) 13(8), 2006.

Schimmelfennig, Frank; Engert, Stefan;
Knobel, Heiko. International Socialization
in Europe: European Organizations, Politi-
cal Conditionality, and Democratic Change.
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006.

International Relations

Lehmkuhl, Dirk. “...und sie bewegt sich
doch’. Der spite Bruch mit verkehrspoli-
tischen Pfadabhingigkeiten durch europi-
ische Integration und nationalen Reform-
druck.” In Politik in Deutschland. Schmidt,
Manfred Schmidt; Reimut Zohlnhofer
(eds.). Opladen: VS Verlag fiir Sozialwissen-
schaften, 2006, 363—-384.

Ruloff, Dieter (ed.). China und Indien:

Supermdichte des 21. Jahrhunderts? Zurich:
Rilegger, 2007 (forthcoming).
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International Political Economy

Bernauer, Thomas; Aerni, Philipp. “Com-
petition for Public Trust: Causes and Con-
sequences of Extending the Transatlantic
Biotech Dispute to Developing Countries.”
In The International Politics of Geneti-
cally Modified Food. Robert Falkner (ed.).
Houndmills/Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmil-
lan, 2006, 138-154.

Bernauer, Thomas; Caduff, Ladina. “Food
Safety and the Structure of the European
Food Industry.” In Whats the Beef? The
Contested Governance of European Food
Safery. Christopher Ansell and David Vogel
(eds.). Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 20006,
81-95.

Bernauer, Thomas; Walter, Stefanie. “Die
Schweiz im globalen Kontext.” In Handbuch
der Schweizer Politik. Ulrich Kloti; Peter
Knoepfel; Hanspeter Kriesi; Wolf Linder;
Yannis Papadopoulos (eds.). Zurich: NZZ-
Verlag, 2006, 59-75.

Bourdon, Jean; Frélich, Markus; Michae-
lowa, Katharina. “Broadening Access to
Primary Education: Contract Teacher
Programs and Their Impact on Education
Outcomes in Africa — An Econometric
Evaluation for Niger.” In Pro-Poor Growth:
Issues, Policies, and Evidence (Schrifien des
Vereins fiir Socialpolitik). Lukas Menk-
hoff (ed.). Berlin: Duncker & Humblot,
(forthcoming).

Hostmann, Markus; Bernauer, Thomas;
Mosler, Hans-Joachim; Reichert, Peter;
Truffer, Bernhard. “Multi-Attribute Value
Theory as a Framework for Conflict Reso-
lution in River Rehabilitation.” journal of
Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis 13, 20006,
91-102.
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Michaelowa, Katharina; Weber, Anke. “Aid
Effectiveness in the Education Sector - A
Dynamic Panel Analysis.” In Theory and
Practice of Foreign Aid, Frontiers of Economics
and Globalization, Vol 1, Sajal Lahiri (ed.).
Amsterdam: Elsevier (forthcoming).

Rieckermann, Jorg; Daebel, Helge; Rontel-
tap, Mariska; Bernauer, Thomas. “Assessing
the Performance of International Water
Management at Lake Titicaca.” In Aguatic
Sciences. Birkhiuser: Basel, 2006.

Online: http://www.springerlink.com/con-
tent/u76692171jve1253/fulltext.pdf (23
November 2006).

Political Methodology

Christin, Thomas; Schulz, Tobias. “Is Con-
sensual Politicizing Being Punished in Swit-
zetland?” Swiss Political Science Review (Spe-
cial issue of the Swiss Electoral Study — Selects
2003) 12(4), 2006, 1-34.

Gilland Lutz, Karin; Farrington, Christopher.
“Alternative Ulster? Political Parties and the
Non-constitutional Policy Space in Northern

Ireland.” Political Studies 54(4), 2006.

Karin Gilland Lutz; Marquis, Lionel. “Cam-
paigning in a Direct Democracy: Three Case
Studies.” Swiss Political Science Review 12(3),
2006, 63-81.

Hayoz, Nicolas; Hug, Simon (eds.). Zax Fva-
sion, Trust, and State Capacities. Bern: Peter
Lang, 2000.

Policy Analysis and Evaluation

Kiibler, Daniel; Widmer, Thomas. “Sub-
nationale Unterstiitzung eines nationalen
Drogenprogramms. Eine Panelanalyse mit
Ereignisdaten in den Schweizer Kantonen.”
In “Transfer, Diffusion und Konvergenz von
Politiken,” Politische Vierteljahresschrift (spe-
cial issue). Helge Joergens; Katharina Hol-
zinger; Christoph Knill (eds.). Wiesbaden:
VS Verlag, Sonderheft 38, 2007, (forthco-

ming).

Widmer, Thomas; Blaser, Cornelia; Falk,
Chantal. “Evaluating What Works Best in
the Measures Taken Against Right-Wing
Extremism.” Evaluation — The Internatio-
nal Journal of Theory, Research and Practice,
13(2), 2007 (forthcoming).

Widmer, Thomas; Frey, Kathrin. “Evalu-
ation von Mehrebenen-Netzwerkstrate-
gien.” Zeitschrift fiir Evaluation, 2, 2006,
287-316.

Security Studies

Anrig, Christian E ,EU-Kampfgruppen
— Normative Determinanten im europi-
ischen Streitkriftetransformationsprozess.*
Military Power Revue der Schweizer Armee,
Nr. 2 (November 2006), 21-32.

Dunn, Myriam. “Securing the Digital Age:
IR Theory and the Twin-Forces of Com-
plexity and Change.” In International Rela-
tions and Security in the Digital Age. Johan
Eriksson and Giampiero Giacomello (eds.),
London: Routledge, 2007 (forthcoming).

Habegger, Beat. “Die Parlamentarisierung
der UNO durch die Interparlamentarische
Union.“ Zeitschrift fiir Parlamentsfragen
37(4), 2006.

Mason, Simon A.; Muller, Adrian. “Ana-
lysing economic market interactions as
conflicts: New concepts to assess mar-
ket-based policy instruments.” Ecologi-
cal Economics XX (2006), doi:10.1016/
j-ecoleon.2006.10.007.

Mauer, Victor. ,Die Sicherheitspolitik der
Europiischen Union.“ Aus Politik und Zeit-
geschichte B43/2006, 10-16.

Zimmermann, Doron. “Calibrating Disor-
der: Iran’s Role In Iraq and the Coalition
Response, 2003-2006.” Civil Wars 9(1),
2007 (forthcoming).



Swiss Politics

Biihlmann, Marc; Nicolet, Sarah; Selb, Peter
(eds.). "Selects - Swiss Electoral Studies."
Swiss Political Science Review (special issue).
Zurich: Riiegger, 2006.

Koch, Philippe; Lavenex, Sandra. “The
(contentious) human face of Europeaniza-
tion: free movement and immigration.” In
Switzerland and the European Union. Clive
Church (ed.). London/New York: Routledge,
2006, 148-166.

Schulz, Tobias; Hifliger Musgrove, Ursula.
“Ein Fiireinander im doppelten Sinn: Effekte
sozialpolitischer Verinderungen auf die
Freiwilligenarbeit im internationalen und
schweizerischen Vergleich.” In Freiwilliges
Engagement in der Schweiz: Ergebnisse neuer
Forschungen. Farago, Peter (ed.). Zurich:
Seismo Verlag, 2006, 108-132.

CIS Working Papers 2006

Publisher: Center for Comparative and
International Studies (CIS), ETH Zurich
and University of Zurich

Description: The CIS Working Paper series
allows CIS members to publish interim
results of their ongoing research in compa-
rative politics and international relations.
Format: PDF (online publication): http://
www.cis.ethz.ch/publications/publications

9/2006 Social Networks Among Return M+
Natural Resources in Developing Countries

Philipp Aerni

11/2006 Umverteilung in den Schweizer
Kantonen — wie koénnen Unterschiede im
Ausmass der Umverteilung erklrt werden?
Ursina Kubn

12/2006 Assessing the Performance of Inter-
national Water Management at Lake Titi-
caca

Jorg Rieckermann, Helge Daebel, Mariska
Ronteltap, Thomas Bernauer

13/2006 Effects of Bilateral Trade on Inter-

national Environmental Problem Solving
Patrick Kubn and Thomas Bernauer

14/2006 States as Providers of Public Goods:
How Does Government Size Affect Environ-
mental Quality?

Thomas Bernauer and Vally Koubi

15/2006 Selection Effects in Roll Call Votes
Simon Hug

16/2006 Estimating the Performance of

International Regulatory Regimes
Tobias Siegfried and Thomas Bernauer

17/2006 Explaining Green Innovation: Ten
Years after Porter’s Win-Win Proposition:
How to Study the Effects of Regulation on
Corporate Environmental Innovation?
Thomas Bernauer, Stéphanie Engels, Daniel
Kammerer and Jazmin Seijas Nogareda

18/2006 Green Management and Green
Technology: Exploring the Causal Relation-
ship

Jazmin Seijas Nogareda and Andreas Ziegler

19/2006 Policy Responses to Speculative
Attacks Before and After Elections: Theory
and Evidence

Stefanie Walter

20/2006 The Effect of Misclassifications in
Probit Models: Monte Carlo Simulations
and Applications

Simon Hug

21/2006 Dispute-Escalation in the WTO:
Are Conflicts Over Environment, Health
and Safety Regulation Riskier?

Thomas Bernauer and Thomas Sattler

22/2006 A Cross-National Comparative
Study of the Policy Effects of Referendums
Karin Gilland Lutz and Simon Hug

23/2006 Federalism, the Geographic Loca-
tion of Groups, and Conflict
Thomas Christin and Simon Hug
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24/2006 The European Commission and Its
Legislative Activity — Not as Integrationist
and Autonomous as Believed

Stefanie Bailer

25/2006 Evaluation institutioneller Lésungen

des offentlichen Agglomerationsverkehrs
Nico van der Heiden

26/2006 Taking Firms and Markets Seri-
ously: A Study on Bank Behavior, Market
Discipline, and Regulation

Thomas Bernauer and Vally Koubi

27/2006 Does Neutrality Make a Difference?
Explaining Patterns of Swiss Defense Spen-
ding in 1975-2001

Thomas Bernauer, Vally Koubi and Fabio
Ernst
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