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Time-resolved photoelectron spectroscopy (TRPES) is a useful approach to elucidate the
coupled electronic-nuclear quantum dynamics underlying chemical processes, but has
remained limited by the use of low photon energies. Here, we demonstrate the general
advantages of XUV-TRPES through an application to NO2, one of the simplest species displaying the complexity of a non-adiabatic photochemical process. The high photon energy
enables ionization from the entire geometrical conﬁguration space, giving access to the true
dynamics of the system. Speciﬁcally, the technique reveals dynamics through a conical
intersection, large-amplitude motion and photodissociation in the electronic ground state.
XUV-TRPES simultaneously projects the excited-state wave packet onto many ﬁnal states,
offering a multi-dimensional view of the coupled electronic and nuclear dynamics. Our
interpretations are supported by ab initio wavepacket calculations on new global potentialenergy surfaces. The presented results contribute to establish XUV-TRPES as a powerful
technique providing a complete picture of ultrafast chemical dynamics from photoexcitation
to the ﬁnal products.
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early all photochemical reactions involve a close coupling
of electronic and nuclear dynamics. These coupled
dynamics determine the dominant pathways for the
transfer of charge and energy across molecules1. They also
determine the outcome of most processes in photochemistry and
photobiology2,3. Time-resolved photoelectron spectroscopy
(TRPES) has been recognized as an outstanding method for
probing such dynamics4–7 and has led to important insights into,
e.g., the photo-stability of nucleobases8,9. Other promising
emerging techniques include high-harmonic spectroscopy10,11, Xray transient absorption12–14, and time-resolved diffraction
techniques15,16. The uniqueness of TRPES consists in its sensitivity to, both, electronic and nuclear conﬁgurations and its
accessible theoretical interpretation.
Most experimental work in this ﬁeld was performed using
either ultraviolet-single-photon TRPES (160–400 nm) (e.g.,17,18)
or multi-photon TRPES (e.g.,19,20). The ﬁrst approach uses
probe-photon energies typically smaller than the ionization
potential (Ip) of the electronic ground state. The low photon
energy limits ionization to a small “observation window” in the
conﬁguration space of the excited molecule, from where ionization is energetically possible and allowed by selection rules. This
limitation often results in apparent excited-state lifetimes that are
shorter than the true lifetimes, as shown in refs. 21,22. The low
photon energies moreover restrict the variety of accessible ﬁnal
cationic states, which sets limits on the information content of the
experimental data. The second approach, multi-photon TRPES,
relies on signiﬁcantly stronger light ﬁelds to induce multi-photon
transitions to the ﬁnal cationic states. This approach overcomes
the limitations set by the photon energy, but adds complications
in terms of weaker selection rules, induced Stark shifts, and
intermediate resonances.
In this article, we outline the general working principles of
XUV-TRPES for polyatomic molecules. Figure 1 illustrates the
general concept underlying this technique. A nuclear wave packet
(WP) is generated on an electronically excited state of the neutral
molecule. This WP then moves along the potential-energy surface, accessing various regions of nuclear conﬁguration space.
When the WP reaches a region of strong non-adiabatic coupling,
the electronic character of the WP changes, corresponding to
population transfer between the two interacting electronic states.
Using an XUV pulse, ionization from the neutral to the cationic
states is possible at all conﬁgurations, including the neutral
ground state. The ionization probability is deﬁned by the magnitudes of the photoionization matrix elements, which are usually
only large when the leading conﬁgurations of the initial and ﬁnal
states differ through the removal of a single electron (Koopmans’
correlation). The high photon energy therefore removes the
limitations of UV-TRPES and accesses multiple ﬁnal states that
offer complementary information on the evolving electronic and
nuclear structures of the photoexcited WP. XUV-TRPES gives
immediate access to the induced population transfer, by monitoring the initial depletion of the ground-state signal, as well as
the dissociation dynamics, by the emergence of the photoelectron
spectra of the ﬁnal photoproducts. The complete underlying
molecular dynamics can be inferred through comparison with a
high-level theoretical model.
Previous work on XUV-TRPES has concentrated on the photodissociation dynamics of Br223–26 and two-photon-excited
molecules27,28. Very recently, the extension to single-photon
excitation has been demonstrated29,30, but spectral overlap
between the photoelectron bands of excited and unexcited
molecules has prevented the full potential of XUV-TRPES from
being exploited.
In our work, we show that the ability of XUV-TRPES to project
the photoexcited WPs onto multiple ﬁnal cationic states gives

1.
3.

Reaction coordinate
Fig. 1 General working principle of extreme-ultraviolet time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy. The ﬁgure shows a set of neutral and cationic
potential energy surfaces in adiabatic (solid) and diabatic representations
(dashed). At position 1, a WP is generated in the Franck-Condon region of
the ﬁrst exicted state of the neutral (N-ES) with a UV pump photon (blue
arrow). As the excited-state WP moves along the potential surface, the
vertical Ip to the cationic groundstate (C-GS) and the ﬁrst cationic excited
state (C-ES), never exceeds the XUV photon energy (violet arrow). During
the propagation of the WP, the electronic character changes (depicted as
the leading electronic conﬁgurations), therefore changing the electronic
overlap between neutral and cationic states. At position 2, the transition to
the C-GS is Koopmans forbidden (dotted gray arrow) while the transition to
the C-ES is allowed (dashed black arrow). Upon relaxation of the WP to the
ground-state of the neutral (N-GS), the effect is inverted (position 3)

access to the complete dynamics of a molecular WP from photoexcitation, over conical-intersection dynamics to largeamplitude motion and dissociation in the electronic ground
state. The technique provides a minimally biased picture of the
dynamics of a photo-excited molecule, simultaneously characterizing the evolution of the electronic and nuclear conﬁgurations. Our detailed analysis identiﬁes individual photoelectron
bands that reveal time-dependent electronic conﬁguration, wavepacket motion through a conical intersection (CI) and largeamplitude nuclear dynamics in the electronic ground state. These
interpretations are supported by quantum-mechanical wavepacket calculations on three-dimensional potential energy surfaces calculated at a high level of ab initio theory. The advantages
of XUV-TRPES come at the cost of challenges that we overcome
through a number of innovations. The high photon energies
unavoidably lead to overlap between the photoelectron spectra of
the excited and unexcited molecules. Implementing spectral
subtraction on a single-shot basis, we retrieve high-quality difference spectra. The depletion of the ground-state population
through photoexcitation leads to overlapping gain and loss contributions in these difference spectra. We introduce a general
method for removing the depletion contributions, which simultaneously provides the complete broadband photoelectron spectra
of the excited molecules and an experimental measure of the
excitation fraction. Finally, we identify the laser-assisted photoelectric effect (LAPE) as a signiﬁcant contribution to the timeresolved spectra and introduce a general technique for removing
its contributions.
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Fig. 2 Electronic structure and dynamics of NO2. a Adiabatic potential energy curves as a function of the bond angle Θ. The calculations are performed for
exp
equal bond lengths r1 ¼ r2 ¼ req
¼ 1:193 Å in C2v symmetry. The colors blue, red and black label the lowest, second lowest and third lowest potentialenergy surfaces of each symmetry type deﬁned by the nature of the line (full, dashed, dash-dotted, dotted), as indicated in the legend. b Same curves as
function of r1, calculated in Cs symmetry, with r2 and Θ set to the experimental equilibrium values. The energy axis on the right-hand side of this panel is
given relative to the dissociation threshold. c Comparison between a high-resolution photoelectron spectrum (gray)59 convoluted with the experimental
energy resolution (black), the experimental photoelectron spectrum obtained in this work (red) and the calculated position of the individual photoelectron
bands according to the curves from b. In the same panel (bottom part) a UV-absorption spectrum60 (gray curve) is compared to b (square markers,
colored according to b). d The coordinate conventions used throughout this article. e Time slices from the WP calculation described in the text and
Supplementary Note 1; the top ﬁgures show the WP density on the adiabatic excited state and the lower row of ﬁgures shows the population change of the
adiabatic ground-state. The isodensity coloration is blue for a depletion of initial population and red for a population gain. The black line depicts the seam of
CIs

Results
The ultrafast dynamics of NO2. The system chosen to demonstrate this approach is NO2. Several recent studies were dedicated
to the non-adiabatic dynamics in NO2 using multi-photon
TRPES19,31–34, time-resolved ion spectroscopy35 and highharmonic spectroscopy11. The non-adiabatic dynamics of NO2
have also been studied theoretically36–39. For a recent review on
NO2 see ref. 40. The strong non-adiabatic coupling between the
electronic ground state (GS) and the ﬁrst excited state allows us to
follow a WP, from excitation, to electronic relaxation through a
CI and the ensuing dissociation on the ground-state surface.
This extends TRPES to ultrafast photo-induced chemistry on
the electronic ground state, naturally inaccessible to UV-TRPES.
In this work, NO2 is excited by an ultrashort UV pulse,
centered around 3.11 eV (398 nm) with a full width at half

maximum (FWHM) of 50 meV (≈6 nm) and a peak intensity of
(1.2–2) × 1011 W/cm2. The induced dynamics are particularly
interesting because of their complex nature, caused by the CI
between the two participating states. Figure 2 shows cuts
through our new global potential energy surfaces of NO2 and
NOþ
2 along the bond-angle (a) and along one N–O bonddistance coordinate (b). The induced dynamics are probed by
an ultrashort XUV pulse centered at 27.1 eV from a timepreserving monochromator41. The relative polarization of UV
and XUV pulses was parallel in all experiments. Figure 2c
shows the high-resolution photoelectron spectrum of NO2 from
the literature, superimposed with the photoelectron spectrum
obtained in this work. The lower part of the panel shows the
photoabsorption spectrum of NO2. The complexity of the
energy-level structure in this energy region is so high that a
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Depletion-corrected excited-state photoelectron spectra and
their time dependence. Figure 3 shows the experimental results
for short pump-probe delays. Because of the high photon energies
used in XUV-TRPES and the small excitation fractions, limited
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complete understanding of the high-resolution spectra is still to
be achieved.
Following excitation to the Franck–Condon (FC) region of the
(2)2A′ surface, the WP undergoes electronic relaxation to the (1)
2A′ ground state through the CI. Here and in what follows, we use
symmetry labels of the Cs point group because this point group is
appropriate for all geometries of NO2. We additionally provide
the symmetries in the C2v group in square brackets where
required.
The results of our three-dimensional quantum wave-packet
calculations on our new potential-energy surfaces are displayed in
Fig. 2e. For details on these calculations, see 'Methods' and
Supplementary Note 1. These potential-energy surfaces feature, to
the best of our knowledge, the highest accuracy and widest range
of nuclear coordinates sampled to date. The latter represents an
essential improvement, as the dissociation of NO2 which is
discussed below, could previously not be accurately described.
Figure 2e shows temporal snapshots of the calculated WP motion
for a 40 fs pump pulse centered at 400 nm. The time convention is
that 0 fs corresponds to the maximum of the pump-pulse
envelope. The lower row shows the part of the WP residing in
the lower adiabatic state and the upper panels show the WP in the
adiabatic excited state. The ﬁrst time slice is for t = −30 fs, at a
time where the pump pulse starts interacting with NO2. The
depletion of the ground-state wavefunction is visible as a
concentrated blue sphere in the lower panel, while the upper
panel shows the population appearing at the same position in the
FC region. The population transferred to the excited state starts
moving towards the seam of CIs, displayed as a black line. Parts
of the nuclear WP have scattered, visible as two lobes next to the
CI and population is transferred to the lower adiabatic state
appearing as population above the CI. The second snapshot at
−15 fs illustrates the reversal of the WP motion in the angular
coordinate. At this time, the leading edge of the WP, located on
the upper surface, has turned around, while the WP on the
ground-state surface is still running up to its turning point. The
pulse envelope has not reached its maximum yet and population
is continuously generated in the FC region. In the third set of
panels, the density is shown for t = 30 fs, at the end of the
interaction window. The motion from the FC region to the CI is
still clearly visible on the upper surface, however, the WP has also
spread out in a conﬁned region of the conﬁguration space. On the
lower adiabatic state, the WP is spreading out towards large
angles and long bond distances. Sixty ﬁve-fs after the peak of the
envelope, the population transfer ceases and there is a diffuse WP
left in the upper state. On the ground-state surface, two
dissociation pathways become visible. The two lobes at large
r1(r2) for small r2(r1), moving towards large angles, represent the
dissociation of one of the two oxygen atoms, while the other N–O
distance remains close to the equilibrium geometry of NO. We
note that the WP density remains symmetric with respect to the
permutation of r1 with r2 as required.
According to the topology of our potential energy surfaces,
dissociation of NO2 at the excitation energies used in our
experiment happens exclusively via the (1)2A′ state. The NO
(2ΠΩ) + O(3PJ) dissociation threshold is located at an energy of
3.116 eV for Ω = 1/2 and J = 242. At the employed excitation
energies, photoabsorption is entirely dominated by the (2)2A′ [(1)
2B ] state, such that the induced WP is therefore conﬁned to the
2
(1)2A′ and (2)2A′ surfaces.
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Fig. 3 Description of the data analysis and laser-assisted photoelectric
effect (LAPE). a Experimental photoelectron spectrum of unexcited NO2
obtained with an XUV photon energy of 27.1 eV. The dashed blue lines
indicate the peak position of each band. The color bars label the energy
domains that are analyzed further in Figs. 4 and 5 (b) Experimental
difference spectrum showing the excited-state photoelectron bands in red
(gain) and depletion of XUV-only peaks (blue). The colormap is given in
percent of the (1)1A′ peak in the XUV-only spectrum. The time convention
is that for negative times the XUV pulse comes ﬁrst. c Calculated LAPE
spectrum (see text). The arrows indicate which photoelectron band (blue
dashes) is shifted to which ﬁnal position by the energy of one UV photon
(3.1 eV) (red dashes). d Difference spectrum averaged over the delay range
from 150 to 500 fs. An XUV-only spectrum is shown in the same plot in
order to highlight depletion dominated regions

by the onset of multi-photon ionization by the pump pulse, the
photoelectron spectra are always dominated by the contribution
of unexcited molecules, shown in Fig. 3a. Therefore, we show
throughout this work normalized-difference spectra,
Δnorm ¼

½XUV þ UV  ½XUV


;
XUV; ð1Þ1 A0

ð1Þ

normalized to the maximum of the (1)1A' band, where [XUV +
UV] and [XUV] represent the photoelectron spectra obtained in
the presence of the pump and probe pulses, or the probe pulse
only, respectively. Figure 3b shows Δnorm as a function of the
pump-probe delay. Positive signals (red) correspond to photoelectrons from photoexcited molecules, whereas negative signals
(blue) are dominated by the depletion of the population of
unexcited molecules in the vibronic ground state. The corresponding spectra [XUV] and [XUV + UV] can be found in the
Supplementary Note 2 and Supplementary Fig. 4 together with a
detailed description of the applied data processing.
We ﬁrst focus on the region of zero delay, corresponding to
temporal overlap of the pump and probe pulses. The spectral
signatures observed in this region can almost perfectly be
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Fig. 4 Overview of the depletion-corrected excited-state photoelectron spectrum and its time dependence. a Dataset from Fig. 3b) after depletion
correction (see text). The excitation was determined to be 1.3%. b Mean difference spectrum outside of the temporal overlap (cf. Fig. 3d). XUV only
spectra of both NO2 and NO are overlayed to indicate the origin of individual contributions. The NO spectra were acquired with a different magnetic-bottle
spectrometer61. c Same data with the region between 7 and 15 eV magniﬁed and superimposed calculated spectra. The binding energy range matches
the energies where the cationic states included in our model, sufﬁce to describe the system. The corresponding energy domains are labeled by bars of the
same colors in a. d The four selected bands described in the text, each renormalized to a peak amplitude of 1. e Mean variation of each band as a function of
time delay and f The center of gravity calculated for two selected bands. The color code of the bands in d–f is identical

explained by the LAPE, (see Fig. 3c). This effect has previously
been observed in photoemission from atoms43,44, but has not
been discussed in the case of isolated molecules. Therefore, we
have developed a simple model (see 'Methods' and Supplementary
Note 3) to calculate LAPE spectra using strong-ﬁeld perturbation
theory and utilizing experimental XUV photoelectron spectra as
input. The result of these calculations using the experimental
conditions is shown in Fig. 3c.
The LAPE contributions are negative at positions of the [XUV]
photoelectron bands and positive at the corresponding positions
offset by the energy of one UV photon. The reason why the gain
features (red) are most intense at low binding energies is that the
LAPE effect depends on the ﬁnal energy of the created
photoelectron. For high binding energies (small photoelectron
kinetic energies), the effect is suppressed.
Both effects, LAPE as well as the overlapping depletion and
gain features (see Fig. 3d) obfuscate the interpretation. We have
therefore developed another new approach, which allows for the
cancellation of the depletion features. Our method consists in
constructing a normalized-difference spectrum by integration
over large positive delays (Fig. 3d) and adding to it the original
[XUV] spectrum weighted by the excitation fraction. Ensuring
the continuity of the obtained spectrum as a function of binding
energy results in a unique determination of the excitation fraction
at asymptotically large pump-probe delays. The result of this
procedure (detailed in the Supplementary Note 4) are depletioncorrected normalized-difference spectra Δcorr
norm . An example using
the data from Fig. 3 is displayed in Fig. 4b.
This approach has three immediate beneﬁts. First, it provides
the complete photoelectron spectrum of the photoexcited
molecules, over an extremely large bandwidth (>6 eV in this
case), devoid of depletion effects. Second, it offers an

experimental measure of the excitation fraction, which is usually
not easily accessible in TRPES. Finally, knowing or assuming the
envelope function of the pump pulse, the depletion can even be
compensated at each time step during temporal overlap of pump
and probe pulses by adding the [XUV] spectrum weighted with
the integral of the envelope function of the pump pulse (see
'Methods'). The process as a whole is shown in detail in the
Supplementary Note 4.
Figure 4a shows a depletion-corrected difference spectrum
of the pump-probe delay. Figure 4b shows the
Δcorr
norm as a function corr
temporal average Δnorm of Δcorr
norm over the delay range from 150 to
500 fs. We have veriﬁed that the photoelectron spectra remain
unchanged over this time interval, such that its choice does not
affect the depletion correction. Since the spectral features visible
in Fig. 4a do not change signiﬁcantly for delays longer than 150 fs,
and our calculations indicate that most of the population transfer
is completed by this time (Supplementary Fig. 1), the black
spectrum displayed in Fig. 4b represents the photoelectron
spectrum of photoexcited NO2 molecules. This represents the ﬁrst
observation of the broadband photoelectron spectrum of an
excited molecule. This spectrum can be compared to the
overlayed photoelectron spectra of NO2 and NO in their lowest
respective vibronic states, shown as blue and red lines in Fig. 4b,
respectively. The dominant features of both spectra coincide with
regions of high signal strength in the spectrum of photoexcited
NO2 molecules. The latter is however substantially broader than
the spectra of both unexcited molecules. This property is a direct
consequence of the delocalization of the photoexcited WP in
nuclear-coordinate space, as predicted by our wave-packet
calculations (Fig. 2e). Figure 4c shows a direct comparison of
this broadband photoelectron spectrum with our calculations that
extend to binding energies of ~15 eV. The good overall agreement
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Fig. 5 Quantitative interpretation of the time dependence of three selected photoelectron bands. a–c Inﬂuence of the bond angle Θ on the local Ip, where
b, c display the potential energy curves of the neutral states and the cationic states, respectively, and a shows the vertical Ip highlighting the selected
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accessible part of this state (see text). g Calculated mean band variation (see Fig. 4e). h–j Comparison of experimental data with the rescaled calculated
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states are displayed using the color code from a, d. The additional green line in i shows the contribution of the three triplet states, i.e., from large amplitude
motion, its peak at 72 fs is highlighted by an arrow. The arrow in j indicates the peak contribution of the signal associated with the CI region of the nuclear
conﬁguration space at 36 fs

shows the high accuracy of our potential energy surfaces and
validates our calculations of photoelectron spectra, even for
photoexcited molecules. The overestimation of the signal
associated with dissociation products (e.g., O(3P)) results from
a slight underestimation (by ~0.09 eV) of the dissociation
threshold in our calculations.

photoionization matrix
  element between initial and ﬁnal
R ,
electronic states, μeif ~
Z
X   2 
      2
σ E ðEbind ; t Þ /
R;
R  δ Ebind  Ipif ~
R  Ψi ~
R; t  d~
μeif ~

Observation of CI dynamics and large-amplitude motion. We
now discuss the femtosecond dynamics of NO2 revealed by our
measurements. We focus on three time-dependent photoelectron bands, which are shown in detail in Fig. 4d–f and labeled
by colored bars above Figs. 3a, 4a. Band 1 (green, 7 to 8.8 eV)
contains a single cross-correlation-like feature around zero
delay. Band 2 (red, 8.8 to 10.7 eV) contains two similar structures, as well as a persisting feature outside the pulse overlap.
Band 3 (black, 11.7 to 12.6 eV) shows a step-like signal
appearance which appears shifted from zero delay. The fourth
displayed band (blue, 15.3 to 17.8 eV) covers the region of the
dominant NO band, showing its gradual appearance. However,
this band lies outside the binding energies covered by our
cationic surfaces and can therefore not be compared to our
calculations.
The following interpretation of our results and our detailed
calculations of time-dependent photoelectron spectra rely on
the reﬂection principle, which has previously been validated in
TRPES45. Brieﬂy, the reﬂection principle gives an expression for
the time-dependent ionization cross section σE(Ebind,t) dependthe nuclear density
ingonlyon
  in the
 neutral
  electronic states
Ψ ~
2 , the vertical Ipif ~
R ¼ εf ~
R  εi ~
R between neutral
i R; t
(i) and cationic states (f), and the electric-dipole

with further details given in 'Methods' and Supplementary
Note 5.
A given molecular geometry ~
R can
therefore only contribute to
if  
R lies within the edges of the
a photoelectron band if the local Ip ~
band for a given combination of initial and ﬁnal states. This
provides an intuitive interpretation
of the WP motion by looking

if
R as a function of the nuclear coordinates.
at the variation of Ip ~
This dependence is illustrated in Fig. 5a, d where bands 1 to 3
are indicated by the colored areas, matching the color code
established in Fig. 4. The lower (upper) adiabatic states of the
neutral molecule and the corresponding vertical ionization
potentials are represented by full (dahsed) lines. Figure 4h-j
compares the experimental measurements with the results of our
wave-packet calculations. Since the individual line strengths of
the calculated spectra deviate slightly from the experiment, the
calculated traces were rescaled when compared to the experiment
(cf. Figs. 4e, 5g).
Band 1 (Fig. 5h) is dominated by a LAPE contribution at zero
delay. This contribution is identiﬁed in Fig. 5a by a blue diamond,
placed by one UV-photon energy (3.11 eV) below the blue curve,
in the FC region of the lower adiabatic state. In contrast to
this dominant LAPE feature, the expected contribution from
ionizing the upper adiabatic state to the (1)1A′ state is negligible.
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ð2Þ

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2018)9:3162 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

ARTICLE

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4

Energy (eV)
3.1
NO( ΠΩ) + O( PJ)

6

0.5

J =01
390

385

2

3

Ω = 1/2
Ω = 3/2

395 400 405
Wavelength (nm)

410

0
415

1.5

d

395 nm

3.5 – 4.5 ps

Δcorr
norm

NO2

1

O (3P)

NO
Theory

0.5
2

0
1

b

e

405 nm

8

10

3.5 – 4.5 ps

2
0
4

395 nm
1

c

0.75
0.5
0.25

2
0

corr
Δ norm
(%)

Time delay (ps)

4

9

corr
Δ norm
(%)

a

–19
3 ×10
12

3

σabs (cm2/mol.)

1

2

corr
Δ norm
(%)

Intensity (arb. u.)

3.2

405 nm
8

10

12

14 16
Ebind (eV)

18

20

22

0

0

12

14 16
Ebind (eV)

18

20

22

Fig. 6 Photoelectron spectra of dissociated and highly-excited, but still bound NO2 molecules. a The wavelength-dependent absorption spectrum of NO2
(black)60 with the individual dissociation thresholds for vibrationally cold NO262, 63, together with two excitation spectra—one dominantly above (blue)
and one dominantly below (red) the dissociation threshold. b, c Depletion compensated relative difference spectra for those two excitation spectra. The
excitation fraction in both data sets (b, c) is about 0.9%. d, e Mean depletion -compensated relative difference for both spectra integrated over the delay
range of 3.5 to 4.5 ps. In both cases the XUV-only spectra of NO2 and NO are overlayed (see text). The NO spectra were acquired with a different
magnetic-bottle spectrometer61. The photoelectron spectra predicted by our wave-packet calculations are shown as well

The nearly complete suppression of this signal demonstrates
the sensitivity of XUV-TRPES to the electronic character of the
excited-state WP, as illustrated in Fig. 1. In the present case, this
is a consequence of the fact that the leading conﬁguration of the
2
2
(1)1A′ state of NOþ
2 [(…)(4b2) (1a2) ] at the GS equilibrium
geometry differs by more than one electron from that of the (2)
2A′ state of NO [(…)(4b )1(1a )2(6a )2]. The small signal
2
2
2
1
contributions outside of the temporal overlap of pump and
probe pulses originate from quasi-linear molecules in the lower
adiabatic state, which has the correct electronic conﬁguration
[(…)(4b2)2(1a2)2(6a1)1] at large bond angles to be efﬁciently
ionized to the (1)1A′ state. The slow rise of this signal with the
delay therefore reﬂects the arrival of wave-packet density in the
quasi-linear region of the lower adiabatic state. This interpretation follows from the fact that the full blue line in Fig. 5a only
overlaps with the green band for θ > 160°. The dashed blue lines
also overlap with the green band, but the corresponding
contributions from the upper adiabatic state are negligible
because of the small electronic overlap discussed above. These
complementary observations reﬂect the pronounced sensitivity of
XUV-TRPES to the electronic conﬁgurations of the neutral and
ionic states on one hand, and to the nuclear geometries on the
other.
Band 2 (Fig. 5i) contains two LAPE contributions from the
lowest two triplet states of NOþ
2 that dominate the zero-delay
range. This explains the maximum of band 2 at zero delay. The
signal outside time zero is almost exclusively contributed by
ionization from the large-bond-length areas of the lower adiabatic
state (r1 > 2 Å) to the same two triplet states and, additionally, the
(2)3A″ state of NOþ
2 (see Fig. 5d). As a consequence, the observed
second maximum in band 2 (at a delay of 72 fs in the calculation,
arrow in Fig. 5i) is a direct signature of the large-amplitude
motion of the WP as it accesses the conﬁguration space
corresponding to large bond lengths. The center of gravity of
the experimental photoelectron band shifts by about 100 meV
towards lower binding energies (red curve in Fig. 4f). This
observation is also consistent with the WP motion towards

long bond lengths. As shown in Fig. 5d, the vertical Ip
of the contributing cationic states decreases towards large r,
supporting the observed trend. The calculated and measured
band strengths agree well with each other and thereby support the
intuitive explanation given above. The projected densities of the
WP in r and Θ, supporting this interpretation, can be found in
the Supplementary Fig. 1.
Band 3 (Fig. 5j) does not contain any observable LAPE
contributions and is, at the same time, free of contributions from
large-amplitude motion. Its main contributions originate from
the region of conﬁguration space corresponding to a bond angle
between 90 and 110° and are dominated by transitions from the
lower adiabatic state. This means that the delay between the onset
of this band and t = 0 is directly related to the WP accessing the
CI. As the WP spreads on the ground-state surface the relative
population of this region remains constant at later times, except
for the dissociating fraction. Indeed, band 3 peaks around 36 fs,
signiﬁcantly before band 2. The time scale agrees well with the
onset of re-population of the lower adiabatic state, shown in the
Supplementary Fig. 1.

Identiﬁcation of photodissociation and ground-state dynamics.
Another strength of XUV-TRPES lies in its ability to follow the
photo-induced dynamics up to arbitrarily long delays, allowing
for the observation of, both, the ﬁnal photoproducts and the
dynamics of vibrationally hot molecules in the electronic ground
state. In our experiment, we demonstrate this opportunity by
tuning the spectrum of our excitation pulse above or below the
dissociation threshold. Figure 6a shows the two employed pump
spectra, one centered around 395 nm (3.13 eV) and one at 405 nm
(3.06 eV).
In the dissociating case (pump spectrum centered at 3.13 eV,
Fig. 6b), the gradual appearance of relatively sharp photoelectron
bands can be observed. Each of these bands can be assigned to
one of the photofragments, NO(2ΠΩ) and O(3P), as shown in
Fig. 6d.

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2018)9:3162 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

7

ARTICLE

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4

In the non-dissociating case (pump spectrum centered at 3.06
eV, Fig. 6c), one observes the appearance of a broad, comparably
less structured photoelectron spectrum that does not show any
pronounced time dependence. The corresponding broad-band
corr
photoelectron spectrum of the photoexcited molecules Δnorm
(Fig. 6e) shows remarkable differences as compared to the
spectrum in Fig. 6d. The spectrum of the non-dissociated
molecules appears to be composed of a superposition of a
somewhat broadened version of the NO and NO2 photoelectron
spectra. This is a clear signature that the photoexcited WP spans
very large regions of conﬁguration space at long delays. In
particular, the WP covers regions close to the ground-state
equilibrium geometry, resulting in features that resemble the
spectrum of unexcited NO2, and regions with one quasidissociated oxygen atom, yielding NO-like features in the
photoelectron spectrum.
These observations are the ﬁrst experimental evidence in
photoelectron spectroscopy of the population of loosely bound
states in molecular photodissociation. The geometry of these
states correspond to an O atom at a large distance from the NO
moiety, that itself has a geometry close to the equilibrium
geometry of isolated NO. This class of states has been proposed as
an explanation for the considerable increase in the density of
states of NO2 between 0 and 100 cm−1 below its dissociation
threshold46. These loosely-bound states are closely related to the
roaming-atom mechanism in photodissociation47. The ability of
XUV-TRPES to identify such states suggests this technique as a
potentially useful approach to elucidate the roaming-atom
mechanism from a new perspective.
Finally, we brieﬂy compare the results of the present study with
previous investigations of the dynamics of NO2 excited at 400 nm.
Together with previous studies using time-resolved highharmonic spectroscopy (TRHHS)11, the present results represent
the ﬁrst clear observation of the NO2 dynamics following singlephoton excitation with femtosecond time resolution. The hallmark of single-photon excitation in both cases is the picosecond
photodissociation dynamics, and its suppression for pumpphoton energies lying below the dissociation threshold. These
dynamics also agree with earlier studies using laser-induced
ﬂuorescence (see e.g.,48,49). The femtosecond dynamics observed
by high-harmonic spectroscopy11 showed a time-dependent
oscillation of the diffracted signal featuring 1-2 oscillations with
a period of ~100 fs. Whereas band 2 (Fig. 5i) also displays two
maxima separated by ~100 fs (in the experimental data), there is
no direct equivalence between the measured signals, for at least
two reasons. First, the sensitivity of TRHHS to speciﬁc regions of
conﬁguration space is inﬂuenced by the coordinate dependence of
the strong-ﬁeld ionization rate, in addition to that of the
photorecombination matrix elements, the latter being the
complex conjugates of the photoionization matrix elements
governing the sensitivity of XUV-TRPES. Second, XUV-TRPES
resolves the ﬁnal state of the cation in contrast to TRHHS, which
measures the coherent sum of the high-harmonic emission from
multiple channels. In spite of these additional complications, our
improved potential energy surfaces and detailed WP calculations
may also turn out to be helpful in reaching a quantitative
understanding of the TRHHS results.
Discussion
In this work we have demonstrated that XUV-TRPES can provide
a complete picture of ultrafast molecular WP dynamics. It was
shown that both the excited-state fraction and the dissociation
dynamics are immediately accessible. We have also recovered
signatures of the CI dynamics and the large-amplitude motion of
vibrationally hot ground-state molecules. The overall behavior, as
8

well as the recovered time scales agree well with the observables
extracted from the 3D quantum-WP calculations on new, global
potential-energy surfaces.
As a consequence of the projection on multiple ﬁnal states,
XUV-TRPES provides a multi-dimensional view of the coupled
electronic and nuclear dynamics. The technique moreover
removes the limitations that the narrow observation window
imposes on UV-TRPES. In combination with single-photon
excitation, broadband photoelectron spectra of photoexcited
molecules can be extracted and followed over the entire dynamical evolution from photoexcitation, over conical-intersection
dynamics to the ﬁnal photoproducts. These time-dependent
photoelectron spectra reveal the true dynamics of the photoexcited molecules with minimal bias from the probing technique.
In future experiments, additional information can be obtained by
recording time- and ﬁnal-state resolved photoelectron angular
distributions50.
The experimental and theoretical methodology developed here
can be directly applied to other systems. To the best of our
knowledge, this is also the ﬁrst study showing LAPE from isolated
molecules together with a semi-quantitative model. Our work
opens new avenues towards the understanding of more complex
molecular systems and their dynamics, such as the non-adiabatic
photochemical dynamics of molecules in all phases of matter.
Note added at proof : We note the recent publication of ref.
reporting a beautiful XUV-TRPES study of CS2.

51,

Methods
Description of the experimental setup. A HHG-based XUV monochromator
provides 35 fs XUV pulses which are interferometrically recombined with 44 fs UV
pulses in an angle-integrating magnetic-bottle spectrometer, providing an energy
resolution of better than 200 meV over the displayed energy region. The experimental energy resolution of 300 meV is deﬁned by the energy bandwidth of the
XUV. The delay between the two pulses is set by changing the optical path length
of the UV pulse using a motorized translation stage. NO2 is delivered into the
interaction region of the spectrometer by means of a needle-type leak valve with
active pressure stabilization. In order to limit the formation of N2O4 the leak valve
was heated to 90 °C. At this temperature, less than 10% of the total pressure in the
interaction region is due to N2O4. No signatures of N2O4 were observed in the
photoelectron spectra, as can be judged by comparing Fig. 3a to ref. 52. For details
see the Supplementary Note 2.
Calculation of potential energy surfaces. The energetically lowest two 2A′ states
of NO2 and the two energetically lowest states of 1A′, 1A″, 3A′, and 3A″ symmetry
of NOþ
2 were calculated with the multireference internally contracted conﬁguration
interaction (MRCI) program in the molpro suite53 using 3 core, 2 closed and 10
active orbitals with two-state averaging and the aug-cc-pVQZ basis set. The neutral
states were diabatized with the phenomenological method described in ref. 54.
Calculation of the vibronic wavepackets. The excitation of the vibronic WP and
propagation on the coupled neutral surfaces were performed with the method
described in ref. 37. In short, we determined the vibrational ground state of the
system and, assuming aligned molecules, explicitly included the dipole-coupling of
the states due to the pump pulse. The wave functions were propagated with a splitstep-operator method, transforming between the adiabatic frame to propagate on
the vibronic potentials and the diabatic frame to propagate with the nuclear
kinetic-energy operators. The Fourier-limited pump pulse had a peak intensity of
2 × 1011W/cm2 and a FWHM of the Gaussian intensity envelope of 40fs, leading to
an excitation fraction of 3.6%. The results of the calculation are shown in the
Supplementary Note 1.
Calculations of the photoelectron spectra. We use the semi-classical reﬂection
principle55,56, to calculate
the time-dependent

 photoelectron spectra. In this work,
~
R is approximated as μred
the quantity μeif ~
if R , the overlap between the ionized
neutral electronic wavefunction and the individual cationic states, disregarding the
continuum wave function of the liberated electron. The ﬁrst two cationic states of
A′ and A′′ symmetry for both singlet and triplet spin states are taken into account
if
(see Fig. 2a, b). In Fig. 2c, the vertical Ip at the ground-state equilibrium coordinates is compared to an experimental photoelectron spectrum, the calculated
binding energies are indicated by colored markers. A calculated static photoelectron spectrum using Eq. 2 and the measured photoelectron spectra are shown in
Supplementary Fig. 9. The time and energy resolutions of the experiment were
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introduced by convolving the calculated signal with a corresponding Gaussian with
0.35eV FWHM in energy and 35fs FWHM in time. Population which was lost
during the propagation due to absorption at the edge of the grid (r1 or r2 ≥ 3.0263
Å) was assumed to dissociate and associated with an average photoelectron spectrum. Details can be found in the Supplementary Note 5.
LAPE calculations. The LAPE photoelectron spectra were calculated using strongﬁeld perturbation theory57,58. The formalism was adapted to use an experimental
photoelectron spectrum as input, treating each component of the spectrum as an
individual non-interacting photoelectron continuum. For further information see
the Supplementary Note 3.
Data availabilty. The data that support the ﬁndings of this study are available from
the corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Received: 26 January 2018 Accepted: 15 June 2018

References
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

May V. & Kühn O. Charge and Energy Transfer Dynamics in Molecular
Systems. John Wiley & Sons, (2011).
Kobayashi, T., Saito, T. & Ohtani, H. Real-time spectroscopy of transition
states in bacteriorhodopsin during retinal isomerization. Nature 414, 531–534
(2001).
Polli, D. et al. Conical intersection dynamics of the primary
photoisomerization event in vision. Nature 467, 440–443 (2010).
Takatsuka, K., Arasaki, Y., Wang, K. & McKoy, V. Introductory lecture.
probing wavepacket dynamics with femtosecond energy-and angle-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy. Faraday Discuss. 115, 1–15 (2000).
Neumark, D. M. Time-resolved photoelectron spectroscopy of molecules and
clusters. Annu. Rev. Phys. Chem. 52, 255–277 (2001).
Seideman, T. Time-resolved photoelectron angular distributions: concepts,
applications, and directions. Annu. Rev. Phys. Chem. 53, 41–65 (2002).
Stolow, A., Bragg, A. E. & Neumark, D. M. Femtosecond time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy. Chem. Rev. 104, 1719–1757 (2004).
H. Satzger et al. Primary processes underlying the photostability of isolated
DNA bases: Adenine. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. 103, 10196–10201 (2006).
Gonzàlez-Vàzquez, J., Gonzàlez, L., Samoylova, E. & Schultz, T. Thymine
relaxation after UV irradiation: the role of tautomerization and π σ* states.
Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 11, 3927–3934 (2009).
Wörner, H. J., Bertrand, J. B., Kartashov, D. V., Corkum, P. B. & Villeneuve,
D. M. Following a chemical reaction using high-harmonic interferometry.
Nature 466, 604–607 (2010).
Wörner, H. J. et al. Conical intersection dynamics in NO2 probed by
homodyne high-harmonic spectroscopy. Science 334, 208–212 (2011).
Pertot, Y. et al. Time-resolved x-ray absorption spectroscopy with a water
window high-harmonic source. Science 355, 264–267 (2017).
Attar, A. R. et al. Femtosecond x-ray spectroscopy of an electrocyclic ringopening reaction. Science 356, 54–59 (2017).
Wolf, T. J. A. et al. Probing ultrafast ππ* →nπ* internal conversion in organic
chromophores via K-edge resonant absorption. Nat. Commun. 8, 29 (2017).
Glownia, J. M. et al. Self-referenced coherent diffraction x-ray movie of
ångstrom- and femtosecond-scale atomic motion. Phys. Rev. Lett. 117, 153003
(2016).
Yang, J. et al. Diffractive imaging of coherent nuclear motion in isolated
molecules. Phys. Rev. Lett. 117, 153002 (2016).
Bisgaard, C. Z. et al. Time-resolved molecular frame dynamics of ﬁxed-inspace CS2 molecules. Science 323, 1464–1468 (2009).
Horio, T., Fuji, T., Suzuki, Y.-I. & Suzuki, T. Probing ultrafast internal
conversion through conical intersection via time-energy map of photoelectron
angular anisotropy. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 131, 10392–10393 (2009).
Davies, J. A., LeClaire, J. E., Continetti, R. E. & Hayden, C. C. Femtosecond
time-resolved photoelectron-photoion coincidence imaging studies of
dissociation dynamics. J. Chem. Phys. 111, 1–4 (1999).
Hansen, J. L. et al. Time-resolved photoelectron angular distributions from
strong-ﬁeld ionization of rotating naphthalene molecules. Phys. Rev. Lett. 106,
073001 (2011).
Hudock, H. R. et al. Ab initio molecular dynamics and time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy of electronically excited uracil and thymine. J.
Phys. Chem. A 111, 8500–8508 (2007).
Tao, H. et al. Ultrafast internal conversion in ethylene. i. the excited state
lifetime. J. Chem. Phys. 134, 244306 (2011).
Nugent-Glandorf, L. et al. Ultrafast time-resolved soft x-ray photoelectron
spectroscopy of dissociating Br2. Phys. Rev. Lett. 87, 193002 (2001).

24. Nugent-Glandorf, L., Scheer, M., Samuels, D. A., Bierbaum, V. M. & Leone, S.
R. Ultrafast photodissociation of Br2: laser-generated high-harmonic soft x-ray
probing of the transient photoelectron spectra and ionization cross sections. J.
Chem. Phys. 117, 6108–6116 (2002).
25. Strasser, D., Goulay, F. & Leone, S. R. Transient photoelectron spectroscopy of
the dissociative Br2(1∏u) state. J. Chem. Phys. 127, 184305 (2007).
26. Wernet, Ph et al. Real-time evolution of the valence electronic structure in a
dissociating molecule. Phys. Rev. Lett. 103, 013001 (2009).
27. Makida, A. et al. Ultrafast relaxation dynamics in trans-1,3-butadiene studied
by time-resolved photoelectron spectroscopy with high harmonic pulses. J.
Phys. Chem. Lett. 5, 1760–1765 (2014).
28. Iikubo, R. et al. Time-resolved photoelectron spectroscopy of dissociating 1,2butadiene molecules by high harmonic pulses. J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 6,
2463–2468 (2015).
29. Nishitani, J., West, C. W., Higashimura, C. & Suzuki, T. Time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy of polyatomic molecules using 42-nm vacuum
ultraviolet laser based on high harmonics generation. Chem. Phys. Lett. 684,
397–401 (2017).
30. Squibb, R. J. et al. Acetylacetone photodynamics at a seeded free-electron laser.
Nat. Commun. 9, 63 (2018).
31. Davies, J. A., Continetti, R. E., Chandler, D. W. & Hayden, C. C. Femtosecond
time-resolved photoelectron angular distributions probed during
photodissociation of NO2. Phys. Rev. Lett. 84, 5983–5986 (2000).
32. Form, N. T., Whitaker, B. J., Poisson, L. & Soep, B. Time-resolved photoion
and photoelectron imaging of NO2. Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 8, 2925–2932
(2006).
33. Vredenborg, A., Roeterdink, W. G. & Janssen, M. H. M. Femtosecond timeresolved photoelectron-photoion coincidence imaging of multiphoton
multichannel photodynamics in NO2. J. Chem. Phys. 128, 204311 (2008).
34. Wilkinson, I., Garcia, I. A., Whitaker, B. J., Hamard, J.-B. & Blanchet, V. The
photodissociation of NO2 by visible and ultraviolet light. Phys. Chem. Chem.
Phys. 12, 15766–15779 (2010).
35. Hamard, J. B., Cireasa, R., Chatel, B., Blanchet, V. & Whitaker, B. J. Quantum
interference in NO2. J. Phys. Chem. A. 114, 3167–3175 (2010).
36. Santoro, F. & Petrongolo, C. Nonadiabatic wave packet dynamics of NO2
on the X̃ 2A′/Ã 2A′ conical intersection. J. Chem. Phys. 110, 4419–4427
(1999).
37. Arasaki, Y. & Takatsuka, K. Quantum wavepacket dynamics for time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy of the NO2 conical intersection. Chem. Phys. 338,
175–185 (2007).
38. Arasaki, Y., Takatsuka, K., Wang, K. & McKoy, V. Time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy of wavepackets through a conical intersection in
NO2. J. Chem. Phys. 132, 124307 (2010).
39. Richter, M. et al. Sub-laser-cycle control of coupled electron-nuclear dynamics
at a conical intersection. New J. Phys. 17, 113023 (2015).
40. Wilkinson, I. & Whitaker, B. J. Some remarks on the photodynamics of NO2.
Annu. Rep. Prog. Chem., Sect. C: Phys. Chem. 106, 274–304 (2010).
41. von Conta, A., Huppert, M. & Wörner, H. J. A table-top monochromator for
tunable femtosecond XUV pulses generated in a semi-inﬁnite gas cell:
Experiment and simulations. Rev. Sci. Instrum. 87, 073102 (2016).
42. Jost, R., Nygård, J., Pasinski, A. & Delon, A. The photodissociation threshold
of NO2: Precise determination of its energy and density of states. J. Chem.
Phys. 105, 1287–1290 (1996).
43. Glover, T. E., Schoenlein, R. W., Chin, A. H. & Shank, C. V. Observation of
laser assisted photoelectric effect and femtosecond high order harmonic
radiation. Phys. Rev. Lett. 76, 2468–2471 (1996).
44. Meyer, M. et al. Two-color photoionization in xuv free-electron and visible
laser ﬁelds. Phys. Rev. A. 74, 011401 (2006).
45. Braun, M., Meier, C. & Engel, V. The reﬂection of predissociation dynamics in
pump/probe photoelectron distributions. J. Chem. Phys. 105, 530–534 (1996).
46. Delon, A., Reiche, F., Abel, B., Grebenshchikov, S. Yu & Schinke, R.
Investigation of loosely bound states of NO2 just below the ﬁrst dissociation
threshold. J. Phys. Chem. A. 104, 10374–10382 (2000).
47. Townsend, D. et al. The roaming atom: straying from the reaction path in
formaldehyde decomposition. Science 306, 1158–1161 (2004).
48. Ionov, P. I., Bezel, I., Ionov, S. I. & Wittig, C. An experimental investigation of
the effect of rotation on the rate of unimolecular decomposition of NO2.
Chem. Phys. Lett. 272, 257–264 (1997).
49. Abel, B., Kirmse, B., Troe, J. & Schwarzer, D. Speciﬁc rate constants k(E,J) for
the dissociation of NO2. I. Time-resolved study of rotational dependencies. J.
Chem. Phys. 115, 6522 (2001).
50. Arasaki, Y., Takatsuka, K., Wang, K. & McKoy, V. Time-resolved
photoelectron spectroscopy of wavepackets through a conical intersection in
NO2. J. Chem. Phys. 132, 124307–124310 (2010).
51. Smith, A. D. et al. Mapping the Complete Reaction Path of a Complex
Photochemical Reaction. Phys. Rev. Lett. 120, 183003 (2018).
52. Yamazaki, T. & Kimura, K. He I photoelectron spectrum of dinitrogen
tetraoxide (N2O4). Chem. Phys. Lett. 43, 502–505 (1976).

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2018)9:3162 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

9

ARTICLE

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4

53. Werner H.-J. et al. Molpro, version 2015.1, a package of ab initio programs,
(2015).
54. Hirsch, G., Buenker, R. J. & Petrongolo, C. Ab initio study of NO2. Mol. Phys.
70, 835–848 (1990).
55. Gislason, E. A. Series expansions for Franck-Condon factors. I. Linear potential
and the reﬂection approximation. J. Chem. Phys. 58, 3702–3707 (1973).
56. Heller, E. J. Quantum corrections to classical photodissociation models. J.
Chem. Phys. 68, 2066–2075 (1978).
57. Reiss, H. R. Effect of an intense electromagnetic ﬁeld on a weakly bound
system. Phys. Rev. A. 22, 1786–1813 (1980).
58. Joachain, C. J., Kylstra, N. J. & Potvliege, R. M. Atoms in Intense Laser Fields
(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2011).
59. Baltzer, P. et al. An experimental study of the valence shell photoelectron
spectrum of the NO2 molecule. Chem. Phys. 237, 451–470 (1998).
60. Vandaele, A. C. et al. Measurements of the NO2 absorption cross-section from
42 000 cm−1 to 10 000 cm−1 (238–1000 nm) at 220 K and 294 K. J. Quant.
Spectrosc. Radiat. Transf. 59, 171–184 (1998).
61. Jordan, I., Huppert, M., Brown, M. A., van Bokhoven, J. A. & Wörner, H. J.
Photoelectron spectrometer for attosecond spectroscopy of liquids and gases.
Rev. Sci. Instrum. 86, 123905 (2015).
62. Robra, U., Zacharias, H. & Welge, K. H. Near threshold channel selective
photodissociation of NO2. Z. für Phys. D. At., Mol. Clust. 16, 175–188 (1990).
63. Miyawaki, J., Tsuchizawa, T., Yamanouchi, K. & Tsuchiya, S. Spin-orbit state
distribution of atomic oxygen (3PJ) produced by photodissociation of nitrogen
dioxide. Chem. Phys. Lett. 165, 168–170 (1990).

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to thank M. Kerrelaj, A. Laso, A. Schneider, and D. Stapfer for
technical support and C. Perry for recording photoelectron spectra of NO. The research
leading to these results has received funding from the European Research Council under
the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP/2007-2013)/ERC Grant
Agreement No. 307270-ATTOSCOPE, the National Centre of Competence in Research
Molecular Ultrafast Science and Technology (NCCR-MUST), a research instrument of
the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), and a Grant-in-Aid for Basic Science
from the ministry of Education and Science of Japan (Grant No. 15H05752).

10

Author contributions
H.J.W. conceived the experiment and directed the research. A.C. designed the experimental setup and analyzed the data. A.C. and A.S. acquired the data. A.T. and A.C.
carried out the calculations. Y.A. and K.T. contributed the complete computer codes and
instructed A.T. to carry out the wave-packet calculations and the diabatization of the
potential-energy surfaces. A.C., A.T. and H.J.W. wrote the manuscript. All authors
discussed and commented on the manuscript.

Additional information
Supplementary Information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467018-05292-4.
Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.
Reprints and permission information is available online at http://npg.nature.com/
reprintsandpermissions/
Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional afﬁliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.
© The Author(s) 2018

NATURE COMMUNICATIONS | (2018)9:3162 | DOI: 10.1038/s41467-018-05292-4 | www.nature.com/naturecommunications

