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Mobility and Migration as Constituting Elements of Urban Society: Migration as a 
Gendered Process  

The paper aims to present an ensemble of new theoretical frameworks that would 

allow historiographies of architecture and urban design to take into consideration the question of 

migration as a gendered process. Unauthorised immigration has emerged as a generalised fact 

in all Western economies in the post-Second World War era. In such a context, mobility and 

migration are constituting elements of urban society. Taking as a starting point the fact that 

domesticity is a construction of the nineteenth century, the main objective of this paper will be to 

shed light on how migration challenges the concepts of user, domesticity and citizenship. Saskia 

Sassen’s understanding of immigration as “a process constituted by human beings with will and 

agency, with multiple identities and life trajectories beyond the fact of being seen, defined and 

categorised as immigrants for the purposes of the receiving polity, economy and society” is useful 

in order to better grasp the impact of migration on the status of public space, leading to a more 

open conception of it and to the reconceptualization of the notion of place beyond traditional 

definitions, while challenging the boundaries between what is public, communal and domestic. 

Migrant incorporation triggers processes of place-making which open up new social and 

conceptual spaces in the city. Over the last four decades, there is a changing paradigm in 

migration studies that are gradually paying more and more attention to the gender composition of 

the migration streams. This trend of studying conjointly gender and migration phenomena 

becomes more and more dominant. Special attention will be paid to methods of gender and 

migration scholarship drawing on social science approaches, treating gender as an institutional 

part of immigration studies and establishing legitimacy for gender in immigration studies. The 

paper will reflect upon the implications of establishing methods based on the endeavour to merge 

migration studies, urban studies and gender studies for the perception of the concepts of 

placemaking, displacement and domesticity, on the one hand, and for how the mobility from city 

to city is understood within the contemporary transnational context, on the other hand. Particular 

emphasis will be placed on the relationship between the migration processes and social 

sustainability. 
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