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 CO2 migration monitoring by means of electrical resistivity 
tomography (ERT)  – Review on five years of operation of a 

permanent ERT system at the Ketzin pilot site 

C. Schmidt-Hattenbergera*, P. Bergmanna, T. Labitzkea, F. Wagnera

aHelmholtz Centre Potsdam, GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences, D-14473 Potsdam, Germany 

Abstract

At the Ketzin pilot site, Germany, electrical resistivity tomography (ERT) is a substantial component in a multi-disciplinary 
monitoring concept established in order to image CO2 injected in a saline aquifer. Since more than five years, crosshole ERT data 
sets have repeatedly been collected using a borehole electrode array acting as a permanent reservoir monitoring tool. This 
contribution summarizes the aspects being essential for a successful deployment and operation of such a downhole installation. It 
is shown that the presented installation can facilitate stable and reliable data collection at least throughout the investigated five-
year period of ongoing CO2 injection. Based on the experiences being gained so far, it is concluded that a properly calibrated and 
integrated downhole ERT system allows for mapping of quantitative CO2 saturation estimates in the subsurface. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Ketzin pilot site 

Ketzin is the first European research and development project addressing on-shore geological storage of CO2.
The test site includes several infrastructural facilities and is mainly surrounded by farmland (Figure 1a). From the 
official start of CO2 injection in June 2008 until the end of the injection phase in August 2013, about 67,000 tons of 
CO2  have been injected into an Upper Triassic saline aquifer reservoir, the so-called Stuttgart Formation, at about 
630 to 650 m depth. Given this fairly small amount of CO2, monitoring techniques are demanded to be capable of 
detecting even small changes in the surveyed parameters. It is to be noted that this refers not only to the presence of 
the CO2, but also to its interaction with the brine, rock minerals, and borehole completions. In order to address such 
tasks, a multi-disciplinary monitoring program was realized at Ketzin using a variety of surface-based monitoring 
methods as well as downhole monitoring methods (Figure 1b). 

The Stuttgart formation originates from fluvial processes and comprises a fairly heterogeneous lithology [1]. The 
reservoir and the adjacent formations are characterized by rather low electrical resistivities in its pre-injection state. 
The resistivities in the reservoir sandstones are expected to increase by a factor of 2-3 once being swept by CO2.

Fig.

Fig. 1. (a) Aerial view of the Ketzin pilot site and visitor centre being located in rural environment (Photo: Courtesy of GFZ). The inlay shows 
the distances to the cities Potsdam and Berlin. (b) Schematic plot of the multi-disciplinary monitoring activities realized at Ketzin. The 

monitoring activities comprise periodic surveys and measurements with permanently deployed instruments. The downhole ERT measurements 
belong to the latter group. The sandstone reservoir for CO2 storage as part of the Triassic Stuttgart Formation, is present at depths of about 630 to 

650 m (inlay zoom). 

1.2. Installation of the permanent ERT monitoring system 

The installation of the vertical electrical resistivity array (VERA) was part of the drilling and well completion 
activities at the Ketzin site in the summer of 2007. Subsequently, it was suspended in stand-by mode for nearly one 
year until actual monitoring operation commenced with the begin of the CO2 injection in June 2008. The array 
consists of a behind-casing deployment of electrodes at three wells of the Ketzin site (Ktzi200, Ktzi201 and 
Ktzi202). Fifteen electrodes have been deployed per well with a vertical spacing of 10 m, covering the depth range 
of 590-735 m (Figure 2a). The aspect ratio of vertical array length (150 m) and horizontal wellbore distances (50 m 
to 112 m) varies between 1, 3.4 and 3. The reservoir exhibits temperatures of up to 37 °C, pressures of up to 75 bar, 
and highly saline formation brine (240 g/l salinity) [2]. 

(a) (b)
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Throughout the injection phase of the Ketzin site, the VERA facilitated extensive performance of repeated 
crosshole and surface-downhole measurements [3], [4]. Apart from the reservoir monitoring objective, the VERA 
system has also been used to collect experiences on its technical integrity and lifetime.  

Fig. 2. (a) Schematic plot of the installed electrodes (black dots) in the three Ketzin wells Ktzi200, Ktzi201, and Ktz201. Further, well 
completions and lithological sequences, modified after [4], are shown. The zoomed photo shows a ring-shaped electrode consisting of stainless 
steel being clamped on the electrically insulated casing string. (b) Illustration on the combination of VERA electrodes and surface electrodes for 

periodic surface-downhole ERT surveys. The zoomed photo shows a surface electrode ensemble for current injection (Courtesy of University
Leipzig). Colors depict that the coverage, realized in the surface downhole experiments, is focused at the reservoir target. 

2. Data acquisition and processing 

For the crosshole ERT measurements, we are using mainly the ZONGE GDP32 device. Given that the total number 
of 45 electrodes theoretically allows for approximately 3.5 million measurements configurations in four-electrode 
layout, a set of 6590 configurations was selected for frequent repeat measurements. In the following context, we 
denote these configurations as 3D data. The subset of configurations measured in the major observation plane 
Ktzi201-Ktzi200 has been denoted as 2D data. 
The initial error estimation and quality control routines after [3] have meanwhile been implemented in fully 
automated manner, being a crucial component for handling of the steadily growing data archive 

Rather than performing the four-electrode measurements with their full set of complementary reciprocal 
configurations included, we used only a subset of reciprocal measurements in order to deduce a representative error 
model which is subsequently extrapolated to the full set of measured configurations. Reciprocal errors have been 
derived after [5] as 

(1)

with as resistance measurement, as its reciprocal resistance measurement, and  as  corresponding average 
of both. Figure 3 shows the crossplot of  and the measured resistance  for selected times of the injection 
history. The color-code represents the geometric factor, k, of each individual four-electrode configurations [6]. The 
geometric factor is considered within the error analysis in order to evaluate whether four-electrode combinations 
with large electrode spacing are rather prone of reciprocal errors than configurations in which electrodes are closely 

(a) (b)



 C. Schmidt-Hattenberger et al.  /  Energy Procedia   63  ( 2014 )  4366 – 4373 4369

spaced. Interestingly, Figure 3 points out that not only the geometric factor but also the size of the measured 
resistances is conditioning the reciprocal errors.   

Fig. 3. Reciprocal error evaluation of the 3D field data sets, demonstrated by representative examples along the injection history: (a) baseline 
measurement; (b) measurement during the phase of high injection rate (~ Ø 2.6 t/h); (c) measurement during the shut-in phase which lasted from 

May until December 2012. Large reciprocal errors occur dominantly for configurations with large geometric factors and low measured 
resistances.

Fig. 4. Median reciprocal error during the five-year storage-operation period for the interpolated 3D data sets and 2D data subsets.

Table 1 gives the median of reciprocal errors for the data sets examples shown in Figure 3. The median is used 
instead of the mean of the reciprocal errors, since the latter was found to be strongly biased by a relatively small 
number of outliers. In Figure 4, the median values for all 3D data sets and the corresponding 2D data subsets along 
the injection history are shown. In the 2D case it is obvious that the median reciprocal error levels have also been 
influenced by the discontinuities in the injection operations, e.g. at shut-in and re-start phases. Therefore, the CO2
related resistivity signature is to some extent deteriorated by the variable near-electrode conditions near injection 
point (electrodes #18 - #21). 

(a) (b) (c)
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Table 1. Reciprocal mean error for selected 2D and 3D data set examples of the crosshole ERT data archive. 
Data set / datum 2008-06-21 2009_04_01 2012_09_01 
3D     14.8 %    13.8 %   14.4 % 

      2D             9.6 %      7.1 %     6.2 % 

In the case of the 2D data sets, reductions in the injection rate and shut-in periods are observed to have a rather 
negligible effect on the continuity of error levels. In the case of the 3D data sets, where electrode losses (#39-#45) 
occurred due to the installation procedure [4], the error levels are generally higher and behave more complex. 

3. Long-term field data evaluation 

3.1. Raw data 

Based on the weekly data acquisition throughout the CO2 injection period, a continuous data base has established. 
This data base provided valuable time-lapse information on the electric properties at a scale of several tens of meters 
around the three Ketzin wells mentioned above. A detailed interpretation of time-lapse resistivity images and 
technical contact resistance data revealed the some influence arising from variations in the CO2 injection operation. 
The contact resistance data, which have been acquired with the same repetition rate as the crosshole ERT 
measurements, further provided useful information regarding the fidelity and potential degradation of the subsurface 
electrodes. Throughout the more than five years of operation, we eventually identified about seven electrodes (out of 
the 45 electrodes in total), being inacceptable for measurement due to reasons such as damaged or degraded cable 
break-outs. 

Figure 5:  Update of the compact overview plot of contact resistances versus the injection history according [7], starting in June 2008 and 
ending in April 2014. In autumn 2013, the partial abandonment of Ktzi202 has caused as a side effect the sealing of the free annular space by 
overflowing cement suspension and subsequently better coupling of the electrodes along this section. The white arrows symbolize parts of the 

ERT arrays with gradually electrode degradation (#11, #39-#45). 

The key findings from this long-term quality control procedure is underlined by Figure 5: (1) Electrodes #11 and #39 
show degradation indicated by stable and low contact resistance values (<50 Ohm). (2) Brine and CO2 intrusion via 
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the cable break-outs occurred also at electrodes #40-#45. (3) At Ktzi201, a dry-out effect around the electrode 
position #21, due to up-rising of CO2 within the uncemented annulus of the well, can be observed. (4) Similar 
behavior at Ktzi202 during March 18th 2009 in connection with the impending CO2 break-through at this well. (4) 
No indication for CO2 in the annular space of Ktzi200, indicating sufficient cement job quality in the annular space. 

3.2 Tomographic data 

The inverted resistivity models reveal that a rapid increase in electrical resistivity occurred in the reservoir within 
the first weeks of CO2 injection. Subsequent periods were found to yield rather stationary resistivity distributions. In 
several periods, where injection has been suspended, the resistivity signature was noticed to decrease in amplitude. 
This behavior is assumed to result mainly from the repeal of the contact surface of CO2/brine and subsequent inflow 
of brine into the near-wellbore area. This interpretation is in good consistency with the results from repeated Pulsed-
Neutron-Gamma (PNG) loggings and a displacement saturation model used in their interpretation [8]. 

Fig. 6.  In the upper panel, resistivities of a cross-section (vertical profile through the major  plane Ktzi20 -Ktzi200) is depicted on the same time-
scale as the injection data below. On the left-hand side, the lithological profile of the well Ktzi201 shows the major sandstone compartments of 

the reservoir in yellow. The center panel shows reservoir pressure (black curve) and the injection rate (green curve) over time. ‘A’ denotes a 
phase of reduced injection rate (from max. 3.2 t/h down to 1.6 t/h), whereas ‘B’ denotes a phase of injection shut-in enduring from May 2012 

until December 2012. The bottom panel shows a sequence of resistivity models for selected stages of the injection history (the black mark 
indicates the location of the cross-section observed in the upper panel). 
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4. Saturation evaluation 

For an estimation of CO2 saturations from the time-lapse resistivity data, we used an inverse petrophysical 
relation that has been calibrated with laboratory experiments performed on core samples of the reservoir sandstone 
[9] (Figure 7a). Assuming the applicability of Archie’s second law, the so-called resistivity index RI, which is the 
ratio of the baseline resistivity 0 and the repeat resistivity , can be rearranged in order to infer the CO2 saturation, 
SCO2, from relative resistivity changes 

,            (2)

where n is the saturation exponent that was determined by [9] to be near 1.62.  The application of this quantification 
approach is outlined in Figure 7 and resulted in maximum inferred CO2 saturation of up to 60-70% around the CO2
injector. The right hand side of Figure 7 shows further that these CO2 saturations can for instance be interpreted in 
the light of the temporally rather sparsely sampled PNG loggings. Thereby, ERT is offering an opportunity to serve 
reservoir engineering requirements in a quantitative manner. 

Figure 7:  Left side: Petrophysical relation of Ketzin sandstone samples derived in lab experiments [9]. Middle: Typical 2D resistivity 
distribution, where the target reservoir sandstone zone is designated by dashed lines. For this region, the resistivity index relation has been 

applied. Right side: Sequence of CO2 saturations, independently derived from crosshole ERT (blue) and Pulsed-Neutron-Gamma (PNG) logging 
(red). CO2 saturations from logging have been computed from the thickness-weighted average over the CO2 saturations that have been reported by 

[8] for the wells Ktzi200 and Ktzi201. 

5. Discussion and Outlook 

We see multiple benefits in the application of a permanent ERT downhole array for monitoring the CO2 storage 
operations. First, inverted time-lapse resistivities allow for CO2 saturation quantification when being integrated with 
operational data, petrophysical data, and well log data. Secondly, a permanent installation can be used for frequent 
largely unsupervised crosshole ERT measurements as well as periodic surface-downhole surveys (large-scale DC 
geoelectrics or controlled-source EM). Thirdly, beyond an imaging of the dynamic initial stages of a CO2 plume 
development, the ERT array can also be used to monitor the rather stationary stages during progressed injection 
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operations. Fourth, contact resistances between electrodes and well completion/cement provide significant 
information about a potential presence and migration of CO2 in the well annulus.  

Within a forthcoming controlled CO2 back-production experiment and brine injection experiment, the presented 
ERT downhole array will also be evaluated with regard to its monitoring capabilities in the post-injection phase of 
our storage site.   

Acknowledgements 

The authors gratefully acknowledge the funding for the Ketzin project received from the European Commission 
(6th and 7th Framework Program), two German ministries - the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology 
andthe Federal Ministry of Education and Research - and industry since 2004. The ongoing R&D activities are 
funded within the project COMPLETE by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research within the 
GEOTECHNOLOGIEN program (this is publication GEOTECH-2224). Further funding is received by VGS, RWE, 
Vattenfall, Statoil, OMV and the Norwegian CLIMIT programme. 

References 

[1] Förster A, Norden B, Zinck-Jørgensen K, Frykman P, Kulenkampff J, Spangenberg E, Erzinger J, Zimmer M, Kopp J, Borm G, Juhlin C, 
Cosma C, Hurter S. Baseline characterization of the CO2SINK geological storage site at Ketzin, Germany. Environmental Geosciences 2006; 
13(3): 145-161. 

[2] Liebscher A, Martens S, Möller F, Kühn M. On-shore CO2 storage at the Ketzin pilot site in Germany. In: Gluyas J, Mathias S, editors. 
Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide (CO2) - Geoscience, Technologies, Environmental Aspects and Legal Frameworks. City: Woodhead 
Publishing Limited; 2013. p. 278-300. 

[3] Schmidt-Hattenberger C, Bergmann P, Labitzke T, Schröder S, Krüger K, Rücker C, Schütt H . A modular geoelectrical monitoring system as 
part of the surveillance concept in CO2 storage projects. Energy Procedia (2012); 23: 400 – 407.  

[4] Bergmann P, Schmidt-Hattenberger C, Kiessling D, Rücker C, Labitzke T, Henninges J, Baumann G, Schütt H. Surface-Downhole Electrical 
Resistivity Tomography applied to Monitoring of the CO2 Storage Ketzin (Germany). Geophysics 2012; 77: B253-B267. 

[5] Slater L, Binley A, Daily W, Johnson R. Cross-hole electrical imaging of a controlled saline tracer injection. Journal of Applied Geophysics 
(2000); 85-102. 

[6] Butler DK. Near-surface geophysics. Investigations in geophysics series no. 13. Society of Exploration Geophysicists; 2005. ISBN 978-1-
56080-130-6 

[7] Schmidt-Hattenberger C, Bergmann P, Bösing D, Labitzke T, Möller M, Schröder S, Wagner F, Schütt H. Electrical resistivity tomography 
(ERT) for monitoring of CO2 migration - from tool development to reservoir surveillance at the Ketzin pilot site. Energy Procedia (2013); 37:  
4268-4275. 

[8] Baumann G, Henninges J, De Lucia M. Monitoring of saturation changes and salt precipitation during CO2 injection using pulsed neutron-
gamma logging at the Ketzin site. Intl J Greenhouse Gas Control (2014); 28:134-146. 

 [9] Kummerow J, Spangenberg E. Experimental evaluation of the impact of the interactions of CO2-SO2, brine, and reservoir rock on 
petrophysical properties: A case study from the Ketzin test site, Germany. Geochemistry  Geophysics Geosystems (2011); 12(5): Q05010. 


