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Additional file 1-Supplementary Material 
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Focus group discussion guide (English version) 

Welcome and introduction (10 mins) 
Moderator and assistant introduce themselves and the research purpose. Then each participant 

was welcome to briefly introduce themselves. 

Focus group questions 

Goals as a pig veterinarian (20 mins) 

• Thinking about pig health and welfare, what are your goals as a pig veterinarian for

long-term and short-term?

• Why do you think this goal is important to you?

• How do you think technology and data could help you to achieve your goals?

Technology use (20 mins) 

• What are your experiences of using tools and technologies related to pig health and

welfare management?

o What technologies help with identifying or controlling diseases in pigs (if any)*?

o How do the tools affect the decisions you make?

o How do tools/technology impact your veterinary business?

o What technologies would you like to see more widely implemented on farms to aid

with pig health and welfare management?

• In your experience as a pig veterinarian, what are the most useful aspects of the

technologies you use?

o Why is [value/aspect] important to you?

o How could the current technology be improved?

Data use (20 mins) 

• What is your experience of collecting and using data from pig farms?

o What types of data do you collect on the farms?

o How do you collect this data?

o What data do you collect without the use of technology? Can you explain why you

use this way to collect data without the application of technology?

o How do you utilise the data you collect?*

o Who do you share the data with? And why?

o How do they utilise your data?

• How does the availability of data on a farm impact on the way you make decisions, if at

all?

o Which types of data are most useful for you?

o Why do you think this data is useful?

Respiratory diseases and gastrointestinal disease management (15 mins) 

In the next section, we would like you to focus on the management of respiratory disease and 

gastrointestinal diseases. 

• What is your role in disease management on pig farms?



o What helps you to diagnose the disease and come up with a treatment plan?

▪ What types of data help you to diagnose the health problem?

▪ Can you describe any tools/technologies that help you? If not, how do you

think technology could help you diagnose the health problem?

o What role do your clients have in disease identification?

o How do you make joint decisions with your clients?

o What is the most important advice that you give your clients around preventing and

managing respiratory and gastrointestinal disease on their farm?

• How has your advice around respiratory and gastrointestinal disease management

changed over time, if at all?

o What made you change your advice? *

o Why do you think your current advice is better?

o If there have not been any changes: why do you think your practices have stayed the

same?

• What other diseases do you consider a big problem on pig farms?

o Why is this disease a problem?

o What helps you to diagnose the disease and come up with a treatment plan?

Wrap up (5 mins) 
• What are you taking away from today’s discussion?

• Are there any final thoughts that anyone would like to share, before we close today’s

session?

Moderator and assistant thank for every participant’s contribution and close the discussion. 
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