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NATIONAL LICENCES: 

ACCESS FOR PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS 

VIA SWISS EDU-ID 

 
CONSORTIUM OF SWISS ACADEMIC LIBRARIES & SWISSBIB 

Presentation ‚‚AAI & Swiss edu-ID Update Event’’, University of Berne 
Robin Meyer, Lionel Walter 30 June | 2016 



What are National Licences? 

 

 Purchase of eJournals backfiles (up to 2015) 

 For the scientific community in Switzerland 

 Funded by SUC-P2 (                           ) 

 7.6 Mio. CHF for products, 2.57 Mio CHF for long-

term archiving and infrastructure 
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Conditions for Private Individuals 

 

 Residence in Switzerland: Authorized Users means also scientifically 
interested private individuals to the requirement of permanent residence in 
Switzerland that have completed a suitable registration procedure. 

 

 Non-Commercial: The Licensee is not permitted to be a commercial party. 

 

 Postal Verification: SWITCH provides the infrastructure for the registration 
process of private individuals. SWITCH verifies that a private individual has a 
permanent residence in Switzerland by sending the registration code to the 
user’s postal address. 

 

 SMS Verification for 2 Weeks: In order to allow immediate access, the 
Publisher agrees to accept temporary access via sms authentication, verified 
by a Swiss mobile number. To avoid improper use, the registration via Swiss 
mobile number is valid one time only and expires after 10 working days. 

 

 



Remote online services in Libraries 

 

Serving Students and Staff but also Private Users 

Remote services always more important (for private 

users as well) 

 



3 examples 

 

Current remote services from Swiss libraries for 

users not affiliated to the university 

 

 



 



Authentication 

 

Shibboleth : Using the specific Identity Provider 

libraries.ch 

Credentials provided upon request 

Rule : need to be registered in the NEBIS Library 

Network (aleph) 

 

 



 



Authentication 

 

Via a proxy server 

Login using credentials from library system 

Restricted to people living in the Bern state 

 

 





Authentication 

 

Via a proxy server 

Using EPFL standard Identity Provider 

Restricted to EPFL alumni  

 

 



Other Projects 

 

Zentral- und Hochschulbibliothek Luzern 

Zentralbibliothek Zürich 

??? 

 

 



National Licences Requirements 

 

Needs to work for the whole Switzerland 

Access should be granted immediately to 

authorized persons (no need to go to a library, to 

wait for a letter, ...) 

Authentication should be possible directly on 

publisher's platform (no proxy) using 

SAML/Shibboleth 

The process should as automated as possible 

 

 



Easy solution : Swiss IP addresses 

 

Rejected by the publishers 

 



Swiss edu-ID 

 

Provides all Shibboleth mechanisms needed 

Provides verification of mobile phone number 

Will provide verification of postal address 

(September 2016) 

Provides a registration process open to everybody, 

with no delay 

 

 



Swiss edu-ID 

 

Doesn't restrict registration to swiss residents 

Doesn’t want to implement the National Licences 

specific logic 

 

 



Requirement for publishers 

 

Support the SAML attribute eduPersonEntitlement 

and its value urn:mace:dir:entitlement:common-lib-

terms 

 



How does it work ? 
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How does it work ? 

 

 

 

 

For the registration 
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Main advantages 

Requirements satisfied 

No need to maintain an Identity Provider 

No need to maintain a Proxy 

Most of what we need is done by Switch 



Main disadvantages 

Put some requirements on the publisher’s platform 

Login on the publisher’s platform not really intuitive 

Need to develop a registration service for the 

specific logic 

 



Current status 

Schedules for development on the side of the 

publisher’s, Swiss edu-ID and Swissbib 

Planned Switch to Production : November 15th 

2016. 



 

 

 

Questions? 
 

 



Thank you for your attention! 

Robin Meyer, robin.meyer@library.ethz.ch 

Lionel Walter, lionel.walter@unibas.ch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

visit us at www.nationallicences.ch 

 

http://www.nationallicences.ch/


Scale to other use 

Cantonal Libraries ? 
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