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Persistent Identifiers in Research – Celebrating 10 Years of DOI Desk at ETH Zurich
13th September 2019

Barbara Hirschmann, Head E-Publishing, ETH Library

10 Years DOI Desk at ETH Zurich
Looking back and ahead
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What’s the problem we are trying to solve with DOIs?

 «Link Rot»
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 A Persistent Identifier is a long-lasting reference to a document, file, web 
page, or other object

 It usually comes with a resolving mechanism where each Persistent Identifier resolves to a 
URL

 While the URL where a publication / dataset is located may change over time, the PI does
not change and always leads to the most current location of a resource
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DOIs – Persistent Identifiers
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 A DOI is a Persistent Identifier 
that is «citable» because

 Publishers / repositories update the
URLs associated with DOIs

 Publishers / repositories don’t
change the content associated with
a DOI after its publication
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DOIs – Persistent Identifiers that enable citations



||ETH Library 13.09.2019Barbara Hirschmann 5

How to enable and guarantee «persistence»?

Icons by Freepik from www.flaticon.com

https://www.flaticon.com/authors/freepik
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Organisational framework
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How it all began…
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Number of repositories / journals 2009-2019
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DOI registrations 2009-2019
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DOI registration workflows
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What we have learned so far… Best Practices

https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/DOID
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Services and tools based on DOIs 
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 Finish migration of clients to DataCite Fabrica for manual DOI registration

 Help clients switch to DataCite REST API for automatic registration

 Implement new DataCite Membership Model and Fee Structure

 Subscribe to our newsletter: www.library.ethz.ch/doi-desk
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What’s next? 

http://www.library.ethz.ch/doi-desk
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Thank you for your attention


